
That I May Know Him - Part 3: The Good Shepherd 
Pastor Kelly Word 

Jeremiah 9:23-24 AMPC 
“Thus says the Lord: Let not the wise and skillful person glory and boast in his wisdom and skill; let not the mighty and powerful person 
glory and boast in his strength and power; let not the person who is rich [in physical gratification and earthly wealth] glory and boast in 
his [temporal satisfactions and earthly] riches; But let him who glories glory in this: that he understands and knows Me [personally and 
practically, directly discerning and recognizing My character], that I am the Lord, Who practices loving-kindness, judgment, and 
righteousness in the earth, for in these things I delight, says the Lord. [I Cor. 1:31; II Cor. 10:17.]” 
2 Peter 3:17-18 AMPC 
“Let me warn you therefore, beloved, that knowing these things beforehand, you should be on your guard, lest you be carried away by 
the error of lawless and wicked [persons and] fall from your own [present] firm condition [your own steadfastness of mind]. But grow in 
grace (undeserved favor, spiritual strength) and recognition and knowledge and understanding of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (the 
Messiah). To Him [be] glory (honor, majesty, and splendor) both now and to the day of eternity. Amen (so be it)!” 
Sam Pascoe wrote:  ​Christianity started out in Palestine as a fellowship (relationship).  Then, it moved to 
Greece and became a philosophy (a way you think).  Then, it moved to Rome and became an institution (a 
place you go).  Then, it moved to Europe and became a culture (a way of life).  Then, it moved to the rest of 
the world and became an enterprise (a business). 
What if we took walking with God back to a place of relationship.  We walk with Him.  He speaks, we listen and 
obey.  Under the authority of the Shepherd, there is safety, rest, provision, peace… All things that pertain to life 
and Godliness. 
Shepherd - One who herds, tends, and guards sheep.  One who protects, guides, or watches over. 
Psalm 23 AMPC 
“THE Lord is my Shepherd [to feed, guide, and shield me], I shall not lack. He makes me lie down in [fresh, 
tender] green pastures; He leads me beside the still and restful waters. [Rev. 7:17.] He refreshes and restores 
my life (my self); He leads me in the paths of righteousness [uprightness and right standing with Him–not for 
my earning it, but] for His name's sake. Yes, though I walk through the [deep, sunless] valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear or dread no evil, for You are with me; Your rod [to protect] and Your staff [to guide], they 
comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my 
[brimming] cup runs over. Surely or only goodness, mercy, and unfailing love shall follow me all the days of my 
life, and through the length of my days the house of the Lord [and His presence] shall be my dwelling place.” 
The word path means well worn paths or ruts.  God is not calling us to anything outside of the path the 
Word of God has already laid out.  In times of the Bible, sheep were totally dependent on the Shepherd. 
They looked to him for everything.  God is calling us to total dependence on Him. 
Psalm 100 AMPC 
“MAKE A joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come before His presence with 
singing! Know (perceive, recognize, and understand with approval) that the Lord is God! It is He Who has 
made us, not we ourselves [and we are His]! We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. [Eph. 2:10.] 
Enter into His gates with thanksgiving and a thank offering and into His courts with praise! Be thankful and say 
so to Him, bless and affectionately praise His name! For the Lord is good; His mercy and loving-kindness are 
everlasting, His faithfulness and truth endure to all generations.” 
Luke 12:22-32 AMPC 
“And [Jesus] said to His disciples, Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious and troubled [with cares] about your 
life, as to what you will [have to] eat; or about your body, as to what you will [have to] wear. For life is more 
than food, and the body [more] than clothes. Observe and consider the ravens; for they neither sow nor reap, 
they have neither storehouse nor barn; and [yet] God feeds them. Of how much more worth are you than the 
birds! And which of you by being overly anxious and troubled with cares can add a cubit to his stature or a 
moment [unit] of time to his age [the length of his life]? If then you are not able to do such a little thing as that, 
why are you anxious and troubled with cares about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow. They neither 
[wearily] toil nor spin nor weave; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory (his splendor and magnificence) 



was not arrayed like one of these. [I Kings 10:4-7.] But if God so clothes the grass in the field, which is alive 
today, and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, how much more will He clothe you, O you [people] of little 
faith? And you, do not seek [by meditating and reasoning to inquire into] what you are to eat and what you are 
to drink; nor be of anxious (troubled) mind [unsettled, excited, worried, and in suspense]; For all the pagan 
world is [greedily] seeking these things, and your Father knows that you need them. Only aim at and strive for 
and seek His kingdom, and all these things shall be supplied to you also. Do not be seized with alarm and 
struck with fear, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom!” 
1 Peter 2:24-25 AMPC 
​“He personally bore our sins in His [own] body on the tree [as on an altar and offered Himself on it], that we 
might die (cease to exist) to sin and live to righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed. For you were 
going astray like [so many] sheep, but now you have come back to the Shepherd and Guardian (the Bishop) of 
your souls. [Isa. 53:5, 6.]” 
Micah 5:4 AMPC 
“And He shall stand and feed His flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord His 
God; and they shall dwell [secure], for then shall He be great [even] to the ends of the earth. [Ps. 72:8; Isa. 
40:11; Zech. 9:10; Luke 1:32, 33.]” 
Psalm 78:52-53 AMPC 
“But [God] led His own people forth like sheep and guided them [with a shepherd's care] like a flock in the 
wilderness. And He led them on safely and in confident trust, so that they feared not; but the sea overwhelmed 
their enemies. [Exod. 14:27, 28.]” 
Matthew 9:35-38 AMPC 
“And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news 
(the Gospel) of the kingdom and curing all kinds of disease and every weakness and infirmity. When He saw 
the throngs, He was moved with pity and sympathy for them, because they were bewildered (harassed and 
distressed and dejected and helpless), like sheep without a shepherd. [Zech. 10:2.] Then He said to His 
disciples, The harvest is indeed plentiful, but the laborers are few. So pray to the Lord of the harvest to force 
out and thrust laborers into His harvest.” 
Jeremiah 50:6 AMPC 
“My people have been lost sheep; their shepherds have led them astray [to favorite places of idolatry] on 
mountains [that seduce]. They have gone from [one sin to another] mountain to hill; they have forgotten their 
[own] resting-place. [Isa. 53:6; I Pet. 2:25.]” 
Matthew 25:31-34 AMPC 
“When the Son of Man comes in His glory (His majesty and splendor), and all the holy angels with Him, then 
He will sit on the throne of His glory. All nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them [the 
people] from one another as a shepherd separates his sheep from the goats; [Ezek. 34:17.] And He will cause 
the sheep to stand at His right hand, but the goats at His left. Then the King will say to those at His right hand, 
Come, you blessed of My Father [you favored of God and appointed to eternal salvation], inherit (receive as 
your own) the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” 
Ezekiel 34:11-16 AMPC 
“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I Myself, will search for My sheep and will seek them out. As a 
shepherd seeks out his sheep in the day that he is among his flock that are scattered, so will I seek out My 
sheep; and I will rescue them out of all places where they have been scattered in the day of clouds and thick 
darkness. And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries and will bring them to 
their own land; and I will feed them upon the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited 
places of the country. I will feed them with good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel shall their fold 
be; there shall they lie down in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed upon the mountains of Israel. I 
will feed My sheep and I will cause them to lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek that which was lost and 
bring back that which has strayed, and I will bandage the hurt and the crippled and will strengthen the weak 



and the sick, but I will destroy the fat and the strong [who have become hardhearted and perverse]; I will feed 
them with judgment and punishment. [Luke 19:10.]” 
Zechariah 10:2 AMPC 
“For the teraphim (household idols) have spoken vanity (emptiness, falsity, and futility) and the diviners have 
seen a lie and the dreamers have told false dreams; they comfort in vain. Therefore the people go their way 
like sheep; they are afflicted and hurt because there is no shepherd.” 
Hebrews 13:20-21 AMPC 
“Now may the God of peace [Who is the Author and the Giver of peace], Who brought again from among the 
dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, by the blood [that sealed, ratified] the everlasting 
agreement (covenant, testament), [Isa. 55:3; 63:11; Ezek. 37:26; Zech. 9:11.] Strengthen (complete, perfect) 
and make you what you ought to be and equip you with everything good that you may carry out His will; [while 
He Himself] works in you and accomplishes that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ (the 
Messiah); to Whom be the glory forever and ever (to the ages of the ages). Amen (so be it).” 
John 10:1-15 AMPC 
“I ASSURE you, most solemnly I tell you, he who does not enter by the door into the sheepfold, but climbs up 
some other way (elsewhere, from some other quarter) is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door is 
the shepherd of the sheep. The watchman opens the door for this man, and the sheep listen to his voice and 
heed it; and he calls his own sheep by name and brings (leads) them out. When he has brought his own sheep 
outside, he walks on before them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will never [on 
any account] follow a stranger, but will run away from him because they do not know the voice of strangers or 
recognize their call. Jesus used this parable (illustration) with them, but they did not understand what He was 
talking about. So Jesus said again, I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, that I Myself am the Door for the 
sheep. All others who came [as such] before Me are thieves and robbers, but the [true] sheep did not listen to 
and obey them. I am the Door; anyone who enters in through Me will be saved (will live). He will come in and 
he will go out [freely], and will find pasture. The thief comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy. I came 
that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows). I am the Good 
Shepherd. The Good Shepherd risks and lays down His [own] life for the sheep. [Ps. 23.] But the hired servant 
(he who merely serves for wages) who is neither the shepherd nor the owner of the sheep, when he sees the 
wolf coming, deserts the flock and runs away. And the wolf chases and snatches them and scatters [the flock]. 
Now the hireling flees because he merely serves for wages and is not himself concerned about the sheep 
[cares nothing for them]. I am the Good Shepherd; and I know and recognize My own, and My own know and 
recognize Me– Even as [truly as] the Father knows Me and I also know the Father–and I am giving My [very 
own] life and laying it down on behalf of the sheep.” 
John 10:24-27 AMPC 
“So the Jews surrounded Him and began asking Him, How long are You going to keep us in doubt and 
suspense? If You are really the Christ (the Messiah), tell us so plainly and openly. Jesus answered them, I 
have told you so, yet you do not believe Me [you do not trust Me and rely on Me]. The very works that I do by 
the power of My Father and in My Father's name bear witness concerning Me [they are My credentials and 
evidence in support of Me]. But you do not believe and trust and rely on Me because you do not belong to My 
fold [you are no sheep of Mine]. The sheep that are My own hear and are listening to My voice; and I know 
them, and they follow Me.” 
When the Shepherd called, the sheep listened and obeyed.  Even though the pasture may still be filled with green 
grass.  Even though everything in the pasture they were in seemed fine, when the Shepherd called, the sheep 
responded.  They followed the voice of the Shepherd because they believed He was a Good Shepherd. 
Revelation 7:17 AMPC 
“For the Lamb Who is in the midst of the throne will be their Shepherd, and He will guide them to the springs of 
the waters of life; and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. [Ps. 23:2; Isa. 25:8; Ezek. 34:23.]” 
 


