Know Your Why Part 1: Why Do | Serve?
Pastor Kelly Word

Matthew 22:29 HCSB
“Jesus answered them, “You are deceived, because you don’t know the Scriptures or the power of God.”
1 Peter 3:15 AMP
“But in your hearts set Christ apart as holy [and acknowledge Him] as Lord. Always be ready to give a logical
defense to anyone who asks you to account for the hope that is in you, but do it courteously and respecitfully.
[Isa. 8:12, 13.)"

SERVE: To render assistance; be of use; help. To have definite use; to answer the purpose.

Romans 12:1 - Never lag in zeal and in earnest endeavor; be aglow and burning with the Spirit, serving the
Lord.

We are all serving something
Some people serve things; Some people serve money; Some people serve self

Matthew 6:24
No man can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will stand by and be
devoted to the one and despise and be against the other. You cannot serve God and mammom (deceitful
riches, money, possessions or whatever is trusted in).

- Many Times We Trust Stuff More Than the Spirit

Matthew6:25-34

Therefore | tell you, stop being perpetually uneasy (anxious and worried) about your life, what you shall eat or
what you shall drink; or about your body, what you shall put on. Is not life greater (in quality) than food, and
the body (far above and more excellent) than clothing?

Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father
keeps feeing them. Are you not worth much more than they?

And who of you by worrying and being anxious can add one unit of measurer (cubit) to his stature or to the
span of his life?

And why should you be anxious about clothes? Consider the lilies of the field and learn thoroughly how they
grow; they neither toil nor spin.

Yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his magnificence (excellence, dignity, and grace) was not arrayed like one of
these.

But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and green and tomorrow is tossed into the
furnace, will He not much more surely clothe you, O you of little faith>

Therefore do not worry and be anxious, saying, What are we going to have to eat? Or, What are we going to
have to drink? Or, What are we going to have to wear?

For the Gentiles (heathen) wish and crave and diligently seek all these things, and your heavenly Father knows
well that you need them all.

BUT SEEK (AIM AT AND STRIVE AFTER) FIRST OF ALL HIS KINGDOM AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS (HIS
WAY OF DOING AND BEING RIGHT), AND THEN ALL THESE THINGS TAKEN TOGETHER WILL BE
GIVEN YOU BESIDES.

SO DO NOT WORRY OR BE ANXIOUS ABOUT TOMORROW, FOR TOMORROW WILL HAVE WORRIES
AND ANXIETIES OF ITS OWN. SUFFICIENT FOR EACH DAY IS ITS OWN TROUBLE.

We are called to Serve God.



It is a Choice to serve Christ:
We don’t just wake up and serve the Lord by accident!

Joshua 24:14-15

Now therefore, (reverently) fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity and in truth; put away the gods which your
fathers serve on the other side of the (Euphrates) River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.

And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the
gods which your fathers served on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you
dwell, but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.

Romans 12:1

| appeal to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of (all) the mercies of God, to make a decisive
dedication of your bodies (presenting all you members and faculties) as a living sacrifice, holy (devoted,
consecrated) and well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable (rational, intelligent) service and spiritual
worship.

There is a cost to serve Christ:

John 12:26

If anyone serves Me, he must continue to follow Me (to cleave steadfastly to Me, conform wholly to My
example in living and, if need be, in dying) and wherever | am, there will My servant be also. If anyone serves
Me, the Father will honor him.

Luke 9:23

And He said to all, If any person wills to come after Me, let him deny himself (disown himself, forget, lose sight
of himself and his own interests, refuse and give up himself) and take up his cross daily and follow Me (cleave
steadfastly to Me, conform wholly to My example in living and, if need be, in dying also).

Psalm 100:2
Serve the Lord with gladness. Come before his presence with singing!

There is a Consequence to Serving Christ:

1 Corinthians 15:57
But thanks be to God, Who gives us the victory (making us conquerors) through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Philippians 4:13
I have strength for all things in Christ Who empowers me (I am ready for anything and equal to anything
through Him Who infuses inner strength into me; | am self-sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency).

We are Called to Serve Others

Ephesians 6:5-7

Servants, be obedient to those who are your physical masters, having respect for them and eager concern to
please them, in singleness of motive and with all your heart, as (service) to Christ (Himself) —

Not in the way of eye-service (as if they were watching you) and only to please me, but as servants of Christ,
doing the will of God heartily and with your whole soul:

Rendering service readily with good will, as to the Lord and not to men.



Give of what Heaven Has

Matthew 10:7-8
And as you go, preach, saying The kingdom of heaven is at hand!
Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, drive out demons, Freely you have received, freely give.

Give of what You Have

Matthew 19:21 — Rich Young Ruler

Jesus answered him, If you would be perfect (that is, have that spiritual maturity which accompanies
self-sacrificing character), go and sell what you have an give to the poor, and you will have riches in heaven,;
and come, be My disciple (side with My party and follow me).

Luke 6:38

Give, and (qgifts) will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will
they pour into (the pouch formed by) the bosom (of your robe and used as a bag). For with the measure you
deal out (with the measure you use when you confer benefits on others), it will be measured back to you.

Washing Feet - John 13:3-17

[That] Jesus, knowing (fully aware) that the Father had put everything into His hands, and that He had come
from God and was [now] returning to God, Got up from supper, took off His garments, and taking a [servant’s]
towel, He fastened it around His waist.

Then He poured water into the washbasin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the
[servant’s] towel with which He was girded.

When He came to Simon Peter, [Peter] said to Him, Lord, are my feet to be washed by You? [Is it for You to
wash my feet?] Jesus said to him, You do not understand now what | am doing, but you will understand later
on.

Peter said to Him, You shall never wash my feet! Jesus answered him, Unless | wash you, you have no part
with (in) Me [you have no share in companionship with Me]. Simon Peter said to Him, Lord, [wash] not only my
feet, but my hands and my head too!

Jesus said to him, Anyone who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is clean all over. And you [My
disciples] are clean, but not all of you. For He knew who was going to betray Him; that was the reason He said,
Not all of you are clean.

So when He had finished washing their feet and had put on His garments and had sat down again, He said to
them, Do you understand what | have done to you? You call Me the Teacher (Master) and the Lord, and you
are right in doing so, for that is what | am. If | then, your Lord and Teacher (Master), have washed your feet,
you ought [it is your duty, you are under obligation, you owe it] to wash one another’s feet.

For | have given you this as an example, so that you should do [in your turn] what | have done to you. | assure
you, most solemnly | tell you, A servant is not greater than his master, and no one who is sent is superior to the
one who sent him.

If you know these things, blessed and happy and to be envied are you if you practice them [if you act
accordingly and really do them]. (John 13:3-17 AMP)



Know Your Why Part 2: Why Do | Discipline Myself?
Pastor Kelly Word

Matthew 22:29 HCSB

“Jesus answered them, “You are deceived, because you don’t know the Scriptures or the power of God.”

1 Peter 3:15 AMP

“But in your hearts set Christ apart as holy [and acknowledge Him] as Lord. Always be ready to give a logical defense to
anyone who asks you to account for the hope that is in you, but do it courteously and respectfully. [Isa. 8:12, 13.]”

Discipline: Training to act in accordance with rules; activity, exercise, or a regimen that develops or improves a skill;
training;the rigor or training effect of experience, adversity, etc.; behavior in accord with rules of conduct; behavior and order
maintained by training.

Hebrews 12:5-11 AMP

“And have you [completely] forgotten the divine word of appeal and encouragement in which you are reasoned with and
addressed as sons? My son, do not think lightly or scorn to submit to the correction and discipline of the Lord, nor lose
courage and give up and faint when you are reproved or corrected by Him; For the Lord corrects and disciplines everyone
whom He loves, and He punishes, even scourges, every son whom He accepts and welcomes to His heart and cherishes.
You must submit to and endure [correction] for discipline; God is dealing with you as with sons. For what son is there whom
his father does not [thus] train and correct and discipline? Now if you are exempt from correction and left without discipline in
which all [of God's children] share, then you are illegitimate offspring and not true sons [at all]. [Prov. 3:11, 12.] Moreover, we
have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we yielded [to them] and respected [them for training us]. Shall we not much
more cheerfully submit to the Father of spirits and so [truly] live? For [our earthly fathers] disciplined us for only a short period
of time and chastised us as seemed proper and good to them; but He disciplines us for our certain good, that we may
become sharers in His own holiness. For the time being no discipline brings joy, but seems grievous and painful; but
afterwards it yields a peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it [a harvest of fruit which consists
in righteousness—in conformity to God's will in purpose, thought, and action, resulting in right living and right standing with
God].”

Genesis 4:1-7 AMP

“AND ADAM knew Eve as his wife, and she became pregnant and bore Cain; and she said, | have gotten and gained a man
with the help of the Lord. And [next] she gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller
of the ground. And in the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground. And Abel brought of
the firstborn of his flock and of the fat portions. And the Lord had respect and regard for Abel and for his offering, [Heb. 11:4.]
But for Cain and his offering He had no respect or regard. So Cain was exceedingly angry and indignant, and he looked sad
and depressed. And the Lord said to Cain, Why are you angry? And why do you look sad and depressed and
dejected? If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin crouches at your door; its desire
is for you, but you must master it.”

James 4:17 AMP
“So any person who knows what is right to do but does not do it, to him it is sin.”

Proverbs 25:26-28 AMP

“Like a muddied fountain and a polluted spring is a righteous man who vyields, falls down, and compromises his integrity
before the wicked. It is not good to eat much honey; so for men to seek glory, their own glory, causes suffering and is not
glory. He who has no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down and without walls. [Prov. 16:32.]”

2 Timothy 1:7 AMP

“For God did not give us a spirit of timidity (of cowardice, of craven and cringing and fawning fear), but [He has given us a
spirit] of power and of love and of calm and well-balanced mind and discipline and self-control.”

Titus 2:11-14 AMP



“For the grace of God (His unmerited favor and blessing) has come forward (appeared) for the deliverance from sin and the
eternal salvation for all mankind. It has trained us to reject and renounce all ungodliness (irreligion) and worldly (passionate)
desires, to live discreet (temperate, self-controlled), upright, devout (spiritually whole) lives in this present world, Awaiting and
looking for the [fulfillment, the realization of our] blessed hope, even the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior
Christ Jesus (the Messiah, the Anointed One), Who gave Himself on our behalf that He might redeem us (purchase our
freedom) from all iniquity and purify for Himself a people [to be peculiarly His own, people who are] eager and enthusiastic
about [living a life that is good and filled with] beneficial deeds. [Deut. 14:2; Ps. 130:8; Ezek. 37:23.]"

Proverbs 13:18 AMP
“Poverty and shame come to him who refuses instruction and correction, but he who heeds reproof is honored.”

Proverbs 18:9 AMP

“He who is loose and slack in his work is brother to him who is a destroyer and he who does not use his endeavors to heal
himself is brother to him who commits suicide.”

Romans 8:13-14 AMP

“For if you live according to [the dictates of] the flesh, you will surely die. But if through the power of the [Holy] Spirit you are
[habitually] putting to death (making extinct, deadening) the [evil] deeds prompted by the body, you shall [really and
genuinely] live forever. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.”

Daniel 1:3-20 AMP

“And the [Babylonian] king told Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, to bring in some of the children of Israel, both of the
royal family and of the nobility—[ll Kings 20:17, 18.] Youths without blemish, well-favored in appearance and skillful in all
wisdom, discernment, and understanding, apt in learning knowledge, competent to stand and serve in the king's palace—and
to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. And the king assigned for them a daily portion of his own rich
and dainty food and of the wine which he drank. They were to be so educated and so nourished for three years that at the
end of that time they might stand before the king. Among these were of the children of Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah. The chief of the eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar [the king's attendant], Hananiah he
called Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego. But Daniel determined in his heart that he
would not defile himself by [eating his portion of] the king's rich and dainty food or by [drinking] the wine which he drank;
therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might [be allowed] not to defile himself. [Num. 6:1-4; | Cor. 10:21.]
Now God made Daniel to find favor, compassion, and loving-kindness with the chief of the eunuchs. And the chief of the
eunuchs said to Daniel, | fear, lest my lord the king, who has appointed your food and your drink, should see your faces
worse looking or more sad than the other youths of your age. Then you would endanger my head with the king. Then said
Daniel to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, Prove your
servants, | beseech you, for ten days and let us be given a vegetable diet and water to drink. Then let our appearance and
the appearance of the youths who eat of the king's [rich] dainties be observed and compared by you, and deal with us your
servants according to what you see. So [the man] consented to them in this matter and proved them ten days. And at the end
of ten days it was seen that they were looking better and had taken on more flesh than all the youths who ate of the king's
rich dainties. So the steward took away their [rich] dainties and the wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables. As for
these four youths, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom, and Daniel had understanding in all [kinds
of] visions and dreams. [Luke 21:15; James 1:5-7.] Now at the end of the time which the king had set for bringing [all the
young men in], the chief of the eunuchs brought them before Nebuchadnezzar. And the king conversed with them, and
among them all none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; therefore they were assigned to stand before
the king. And in all matters of wisdom and understanding concerning which the king asked them, he found them ten times
better than all the [learned] magicians and enchanters who were in his whole realm.”

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 AMP

“Now every athlete who goes into training conducts himself temperately and restricts himself in all things. They do it to win a
wreath that will soon wither, but we [do it to receive a crown of eternal blessedness] that cannot wither. Therefore | do not run
uncertainly (without definite aim). | do not box like one beating the air and striking without an adversary. But [like a boxer] |
buffet my body [handle it roughly, discipline it by hardships] and subdue it, for fear that after proclaiming to others the Gospel
and things pertaining to it, | myself should become unfit [not stand the test, be unapproved and rejected as a counterfeit].”



Know Your Why Part 3: Why Do | Pray?
Pastor Kelly Word

Matthew 22:29 HCSB
“Jesus answered them, “You are deceived, because you don’t know the Scriptures or the power of God.”
1 Peter 3:15 AMP
“But in your hearts set Christ apart as holy [and acknowledge Him] as Lord. Always be ready to give a logical
defense to anyone who asks you to account for the hope that is in you, but do it courteously and respecitfully.
[Isa. 8:12, 13.)"

PRAYER: to offer devout petition, praise, thanks to God; to make earnest petition to God; to enter into spiritual
communion with God.

WE’VE BEEN COMMANDED TO PRAY:

Luke 18:1

ALSO [Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not to turn coward (faint,
lose heart, and give up).

1 Thessalonians 5:17-18

Be unceasing in prayer [praying perseveringly];

18 Thank [God] in everything [no matter what the circumstances may be, be thankful and give thanks], for this
is the will of God for you [who are] in Christ Jesus [the Revealer and Mediator of that will]

1 Timothy 2:8

| desire therefore that in every place men should pray, without anger or quarreling or resentment or doubt [in
their minds], lifting up holy hands.

TYPES OF PRAYER

Prayer of Agreement: You and at least one other person in 100% agreement joining together in prayer.
Matthew 18:19-20

Again | tell you, if two of you on earth agree (harmonize together, make a symphony together) about whatever
[anything and everything] they may ask, it will come to pass and be done for them by My Father in heaven.

20 For wherever two or three are gathered (drawn together as My followers) in (into) My name, there | AM in
the midst of them. [Exod. 3:14.]

Prayer of Faith: this is what we think of when we think “prayer.” This is when we bring our petitions, request, to
God.

Philippians 4:6-7

Do not fret or have any anxiety about anything, but in every circumstance and in everything, by prayer and
petition (definite requests), with thanksgiving, continue to make your wants known to God.

7 And God's peace [shall be yours, that tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation through Christ, and so
fearing nothing from God and being content with its earthly lot of whatever sort that is, that peace] which
transcends all understanding shall garrison and mount guard over your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

When we bring our petitions to God, We must bring them in faith!

Mark 11:24

Therefore | say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them ,and ye
shall have them.

Prayer of Consecration & Dedication: Cleaning up yourself, committing to God’s will, & praying out
that will in your life.

Luke 22:41-42

And He withdrew from them about a stone's throw and knelt down and prayed,

42 Saying, Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but [always] Yours be done.
Prayer of Praise & Worship: Thanking God for what He has and will do.



Luke 2:20

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, just as it
had been told them.

Prayer of Binding & Loosing: Binding demonic forces at work & loosing heavenly forces to work.
Matthew 18:18

Truly | tell you, whatever you forbid and declare to be improper and unlawful on earth must be what is already
forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit and declare proper and lawful on earth must be what is already
permitted in heaven.

Prayer of Intercession: Interceding — acting in prayer — on behalf of someone else.

1 Samuel 12:23

23 Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that | should sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for you; but | will
instruct you in the good and right way.

Notice, Paul doesn’t pray for stuff. He prays that the people will have wisdom, understanding, and that
their eyes will be flooded with the light of God!

Ephesians 1:16-18

| do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers.

17 [For | always pray to] the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, that He may grant you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation [of insight into mysteries and secrets] in the [deep and intimate] knowledge of Him,

18 By having the eyes of your heart flooded with light, so that you can know and understand the hope to which
He has called you, and how rich is His glorious inheritance in the saints (His set-apart ones),

THE CONSTRUCT OF PRAYER - The Model Prayer in Matthew 6:5-13

And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the
synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily | say unto you, They have
their reward.

6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which
is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their
much speaking.

8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.
Start With Acknowledging Who God Is & Praising Him:

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

Psalm 150 1-6

1 PRAISE THE Lord! Praise God in His sanctuary; praise Him in the heavens of His power!

2 Praise Him for His mighty acts; praise Him according to the abundance of His greatness! [Deut. 3:24; Ps.
145:5, 6.]

3 Praise Him with trumpet sound; praise Him with lute and harp!

4 Praise Him with tambourine and [single or group] dance; praise Him with stringed and wind instruments or
flutes!

5 Praise Him with resounding cymbals; praise Him with loud clashing cymbals!

6 Let everything that has breath and every breath of life praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! (Hallelujah!)

Pray God’s Will Be Done In And Through You:
10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

Roman 12:2



Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs],
but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], so
that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing
which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for youl].

Jeremiah 29:11-13

For | know the thoughts and plans that | have for you, says the Lord, thoughts and plans for welfare and peace
and not for evil, to give you hope in your final outcome.

12 Then you will call upon Me, and you will come and pray to Me, and | will hear and heed you.

13 Then you will seek Me, inquire for, and require Me [as a vital necessity] and find Me when you search for
Me with all your heart. [Deut. 4:29-30.]

Petition God — Ask for Provision:

11 Give us this day our daily bread.

Philippians 4:19

And my God will liberally supply (fill to the full) your every need according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
Matthew 6:26

Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father
keeps feeding them. Are you not worth much more than they?

Hebrews 13:5

Let your character or moral disposition be free from love of money [including greed, avarice, lust, and craving
for earthly possessions] and be satisfied with your present [circumstances and with what you have]; for He
[God] Himself has said, | will not in any way fail you nor give you up nor leave you without support. [I will] not, [I
will] not, [I will] not in any degree leave you helpless nor forsake nor let [you] down (relax My hold on you)!
[Assuredly not!] [Josh. 1:5.]

Ask for Forgiveness — both ways Ask God to forgive you, ask God to help you forgive others:
12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

1 John 1:9

If we [freely] admit that we have sinned and confess our sins, He is faithful and just (true to His own nature and
promises) and will forgive our sins [dismiss our lawlessness] and [continuously] cleanse us from all
unrighteousness [everything not in conformity to His will in purpose, thought, and action].

Romans 3:23 KJV

All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.

Ephesians 4:32

And become useful and helpful and kind to one another, tenderhearted (compassionate, understanding,
loving-hearted), forgiving one another [readily and freely], as God in Christ forgave you.

Ask for Wisdom & End in Praise and Worship:

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever. Amen.

James 1:5

If any of you is deficient in wisdom, let him ask of the giving God [Who gives] to everyone liberally and
ungrudgingly, without reproaching or faultfinding, and it will be given him.

Proverbs 4:5-7

Get skillful and godly Wisdom, get understanding (discernment, comprehension, and interpretation); do not
forget and do not turn back from the words of my mouth.

6 Forsake not [Wisdom], and she will keep, defend, and protect you; love her, and she will guard you.

7 The beginning of Wisdom is: get Wisdom (skillful and godly Wisdom)! [For skillful and godly Wisdom is the
principal thing.] And with all you have gotten, get understanding (discernment, comprehension, and



interpretation). [James 1:5.]



Know Your Why Part 4: Why Do | Study The Word
Pastor Kelly Word

Matthew 22:29 HCSB
“Jesus answered them, “You are deceived, because you don’t know the Scriptures or the power of God.”
1 Peter 3:15 AMP
“But in your hearts set Christ apart as holy [and acknowledge Him] as Lord. Always be ready to give a logical
defense to anyone who asks you to account for the hope that is in you, but do it courteously and respecitfully.
[Isa. 8:12, 13.)"

2 Timothy 3:16-17

16All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness:

17That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

2 Timothy 2:15

Study and be eager and do your utmost to present yourself to God approved (tested by trial), a workman who
has no cause to be ashamed, correctly analyzing and accurately dividing [rightly handling and skillfully
teaching] the Word of Truth.

Psalm 119:11
Your word have | laid up in my heart, that | might not sin against You.

Proverbs 3:1-2

MY SON, forget not my law or teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments;

2 For length of days and years of a life [worth living] and tranquility [inward and outward and continuing through
old age till death], these shall they add to you.

Acts 17:11

Now these [Jews] were better disposed and more noble than those in Thessalonica, for they were entirely
ready and accepted and welcomed the message [concerning the attainment through Christ of eternal salvation
in the kingdom of God] with inclination of mind and eagerness, searching and examining the Scriptures daily to
see if these things were so.

Hebrews 4:12

For the Word that God speaks is alive and full of power [making it active, operative, energizing, and effective];
it is sharper than any two-edged sword, penetrating to the dividing line of the breath of life (soul) and [the
immortal] spirit, and of joints and marrow [of the deepest parts of our nature], exposing and sifting and
analyzing and judging the very thoughts and purposes of the heart.

James 1:22
But be doers of the Word [obey the message], and not merely listeners to it, betraying yourselves [into
deception by reasoning contrary to the Truth].

Hosea 4:6

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you [the priestly nation] have rejected knowledge, |
will also reject you that you shall be no priest to Me; seeing you have forgotten the law of your God, | will also
forget your children.



How Do | Study The Word of God?

Step #1: Observation

Observation is the first and most important step in the process. As you read the Bible text, you need to look
carefully at what is said, and how it is said. Look for:

Terms, not words. Words can have many meanings, but terms are words used in a specific way in a
specific context. (For instance, the word trunk could apply to a tree, a car, or a storage box. However,
when you read, “That tree has a very large trunk,” you know exactly what the word means, which
makes it a term.)
Structure. If you look at your Bible, you will see that the text has units called paragraphs (indented or
marked {). A paragraph is a complete unit of thought. You can discover the content of the author’s
message by noting and understanding each paragraph unit.
Emphasis. The amount of space or the number of chapters or verses devoted to a specific topic will
reveal the importance of that topic (for example, note the emphasis of Romans 9 and Psalms 119).
Repetition. This is another way an author demonstrates that something is important. One reading of 1
Corinthians 13, where the author uses the word “love” nine times in only 13 verses, communicates to
us that love is the focal point of these 13 verses.
Relationships between ideas. Pay close attention, for example, to certain relationships that appear in
the text:
o Cause-and-effect: “Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, |
will make you ruler over many things” (Matthew 25:21).

o Ifs and thens: “If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and
seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven and forgive their sin
and heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14).

o Questions and answers: “Who is the King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty” ( Psalms 24:8).
Comparisons and contrasts. For example, “You have heard that it was said...but Isay to you...”
(Matthew 5:21).

Literary form. The Bible is literature, and the three main types of literature in the Bible are discourse
(the epistles), prose (Old Testament history), and poetry (the Psalms). Considering the type of literature
makes a great deal of difference when you read and interpret the Scriptures.

Atmosphere. The author had a particular reason or burden for writing each passage, chapter, and
book. Be sure you notice the mood or tone or urgency of the writing.

After you have considered these things, you then are ready to ask the “Wh” questions

Who? What? Where? When?

Who are the people in this passage? What is happening in this passage? Where is this story taking
place? When in time (of day, of the year, in history) is it?

Asking these four “Wh” questions can help you notice terms and identify atmosphere. The answers will
also enable you to use your imagination to recreate the scene you’re reading about.

As you answer the “Wh” questions and imagine the event, you’ll probably come up with some questions
of your own. Asking those additional questions for understanding will help to build a bridge between
observation (the first step) and interpretation (the second step) of the Bible study process.

Step #2: Interpretation

Interpretation is discovering the meaning of a passage, the author’'s main thought or idea. Answering the
questions that arise during observation will help you in the process of interpretation. Five clues (called “the five
C’s”) can help you determine the author’s main point(s):

Context. You can answer 75 percent of your questions about a passage when you read the text.
Reading the text involves looking at the near context (the verse immediately before and after) as well
as the far context (the paragraph or the chapter that precedes and/or follows the passage you're
studying).



e Cross-references. Let Scripture interpret Scripture. That is, let other passages in the Bible shed light on
the passage you are looking at. At the same time, be careful not to assume that the same word or
phrase in two different passages means the same thing.

e Culture. The Bible was written long ago, so when we interpret it, we need to understand it from the
writers’ cultural context.

e Conclusion. Having answered your questions for understanding by means of context, cross-reference,
and culture, you can make a preliminary statement of the passage’s meaning. Remember that if your
passage consists of more than one paragraph, the author may be presenting more than one thought or
idea.

e Consultation. Talk with others about the scripture and what it means. Get their perspective and always
remember that Scripture interprets Scripture.

Step #4: Meditation
Meditation is not some voodoo practice. Remember Satan takes everything that God means for good and
makes it evil. Meditation is a very key part to studying the word! We must think about what we are thinking
about. God is calling us to come up higher in our thinking, and if we meditate on the word of God, we will
control our thought life and bring our lives under submission to the word of God.
How do | meditate on the Word?
Pick a scripture in your studies that speaks to you. Commit to memorize the verse. Think about it all
through the day. Think about how what God meant; think about how you can apply it in your life; think
about how it will change your life once it is applied; think about action steps you need to make to walk
this scripture out in reality. Set goals for yourself to make it happen.
Psalm 1:2
But his delight and desire are in the law of the Lord, and on His law (the precepts, the instructions, the
teachings of God) he habitually meditates (ponders and studies) by day and by night. [Rom. 13:8-10;
Gal. 3:1-29; Il Tim. 3:16.]
Joshua 1:8
This Book of the Law shall not depart out of your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, that
you may observe and do according to all that is written in it. For then you shall make your way
prosperous, and then you shall deal wisely and have good success.
Step #4: Application
Application is why we study the Bible. We want our lives to change; we want to be obedient to God and to grow
more like Jesus Christ. After we have observed a passage and interpreted or understood it to the best of our
ability, we must then apply its truth to our own life.
You’ll want to ask the following questions of every passage of Scripture you study:
How does the truth revealed here affect my relationship with God?
How does this truth affect my relationship with others?
How does this truth affect me?
How does this truth affect my response to the enemy, Satan and My Flesh (Mind, Will, &
Emotions)?
The application step is not completed by simply answering these questions; the key is putting into practice
what God has taught you in your study. Although at any given moment you cannot be consciously applying
everything you’re learning in Bible study, you can be consciously applying something. And when you work on
applying a truth to your life, God will bless your efforts by, as noted earlier, conforming you to the image of
Jesus Christ.



Know Your Why Part 5: Why Do | Love?
Pastor Kelly Word

Matthew 22:29 HCSB
“Jesus answered them, “You are deceived, because you don’t know the Scriptures or the power of God.”
1 Peter 3:15 AMP
“But in your hearts set Christ apart as holy [and acknowledge Him] as Lord. Always be ready to give a logical
defense to anyone who asks you to account for the hope that is in you, but do it courteously and respecitfully.
[Isa. 8:12, 13.)"
3 Greek Words for Love in Biblical Text:

(( storge ))

Love and affection that naturally occurs between parents and children, can exist between siblings, and exists
between husband and wives in a good marriage.

A deep family affection that comforts us and helps us feel connected to our spiritual family.

5359 - Philadelpheia - fraternal affection, love of the bretheren.

philostorgos - the compound word made up of philos (noun form of phileo) and storge.

Romans 12:10 AMP

Love one another with brotherly affection [as members of one family], giving precedence and showing honor to
one another.

((agape ))

25 & 26 - Agape - to love; affection or benevolence; a love-feast; a feast of charity.

This is commonly known as "THE GOD KIND OF LOVE." Meaning, no matter what someone does, you love
them. Your love doesn't change based on feelings or actions.

Love because of what it does, not because of how it feels.

John 3:16 AMP

For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He [even] gave up His only begotten (unique) Son,
so that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings to, relies on) Him shall not perish (come to destruction, be lost) but
have eternal (everlasting) life.

God didn't want to send his son to be killed for us. Who wants to see their only child suffer and die? But, he
loves us to the extent that he would sacrifice for our benefit.

Jesus didn't want to die, but He loved, so he did what God required.

A mom doesn't want to stay up all night with a crying baby, but she loves (agape), so she will sacrifice for the
good of her child.

1 John 4:7-12 AMP

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is (springs) from God; and he who loves [his fellowmen] is begotten
(born) of God and is coming [progressively] to know and understand God [to perceive and recognize and get a
better and clearer knowledge of Him]. He who does not love has not become acquainted with God [does not
and never did know Him], for God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest (displayed) where we are
concerned: in that God sent His Son, the only begotten or unique [Son], into the world so that we might live
through Him. In this is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation
(the atoning sacrifice) for our sins. Beloved, if God loved us so [very much], we also ought to love one another.
No man has at any time [yet] seen God. But if we love one another, God abides (lives and remains) in us and
His love (that love which is essentially His) is brought to completion (to its full maturity, runs its full course, is
perfected) in us!

These verses show that Agape Love is the very nature of God.
Matthew 5:44 AMP



But I tell you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, [Prov. 25:21, 22.]

Love goes beyond a good feeling. Agape love is an exercise of the will. We must act in a loving way even to
our enemies.

Agape love is related to OBEDIENCE and COMMITMENT, and not necessarily feeling and emotion.

John 14:21 AMP

The person who has My commands and keeps them is the one who [really] loves Me; and whoever [really]
loves Me will be loved by My Father, and | [too] will love him and will show (reveal, manifest) Myself to him. [l
will let Myself be clearly seen by him and make Myself real to him.]

People think that they "love" God because they have affection toward Him, but God has said the only way to
truly love Him is to obey His commands.

John 14:24 AMP

Anyone who does not [really] love Me does not observe and obey My teaching. And the teaching which you
hear and heed is not Mine, but [comes] from the Father Who sent Me.

(( phileo ))

5368 - to be a friend; to be fond of an individual or an object; have affection for (denoting personal attachment
or sentiment or feeling.

people use phileo to describe love of a friend, fondness, attachment to someone.

People also use this to say things like: | love my car. | love pickles.

John 21:15 AMP

When they had eaten, Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, do you love (AGAPE) Me more than these [others
do—with reasoning, intentional, spiritual devotion, as one loves the Father]?

He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that | love (PHILEO) You [that | have deep, instinctive, personal affection for You, as for
a close friend].

He said to him, Feed My lambs. Again He said to him the second time, Simon, son of John, do you love (AGAPE) Me [with
reasoning, intentional, spiritual devotion, as one loves the Father]? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that | love (PHILEO)
You [that | have a deep, instinctive, personal affection for You, as for a close friend]. He said to him, Shepherd (tend) My
sheep.

He said to him the third time, Simon, son of John, do you love (PHILEO) Me [with a deep, instinctive, personal affection for
Me, as for a close friend]? Peter was grieved (was saddened and hurt) that He should ask him the third time, Do you love
Me? And he said to Him, Lord, You know everything; You know that | love (PHILEO) You [that | have a deep, instinctive,
personal affection for You, as for a close friend]. Jesus said to him, Feed My sheep.

Why did Jesus use agape and Peter use phileo?

Jesus was asking Peter if he loved him with the love of God, a love that may require sacrifice. He was asking,
"Are you willing to do things for my sake that you do not want to do?"

Immediately after Jesus was trying to deal with Peter's heart condition, Peter tried to turn the conversation on
someone else.

John 21:18-22 AMP

| assure you, most solemnly | tell you, when you were young you girded yourself [put on your own belt or
girdle] and you walked about wherever you pleased to go. But when you grow old you will stretch out your
hands, and someone else will put a girdle around you and carry you where you do not wish to go. He said this
to indicate by what kind of death Peter would glorify God. And after this, He said to him, Follow Me!

But Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved, following—the one who also had leaned back on His
breast at the supper and had said, Lord, who is it that is going to betray You? When Peter saw him, he said to
Jesus, Lord, what about this man?

Jesus said to him, If | want him to stay (survive, live) until | come, what is that to you? [What concern is
it of yours?] You follow Me!



Know Your Why Part 6: Why Do | Rest?
Pastor Kelly Word
Matthew 22:29 HCSB
“Jesus answered them, “You are deceived, because you don’t know the Scriptures or the power of God.”
1 Peter 3:15 AMP
“But in your hearts set Christ apart as holy [and acknowledge Him] as Lord. Always be ready to give a logical defense to anyone who
asks you to account for the hope that is in you, but do it courteously and respectfully. [Isa. 8:12, 13.]"

Matthew 11:28-30 The Message
28-30“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you'll recover
your life. I'll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me—watch how | do it. Learn the
unforced rhythms of grace. | won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you'll
learn to live freely and lightly.”
Matthew 11:28-30 Amplified
28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy-laden and overburdened, and | will cause you to rest. [l
will ease and relieve and refresh your souls.]
29 Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me, for | am gentle (meek) and humble (lowly) in heart, and you will
find rest (relief and ease and refreshment and recreation and blessed quiet) for your souls. [Jer. 6:16.]
30 For My yoke is wholesome (useful, good—not harsh, hard, sharp, or pressing, but comfortable, gracious,
and pleasant), and My burden is light and easy to be borne.
Exodus 33:13-14 AMP
13 Now therefore, | pray You, if | have found favor in Your sight, show me now Your way, that | may know
You [progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with You, perceiving and recognizing and
understanding more strongly and clearly] and that | may find favor in Your sight. And [Lord, do] consider that
this nation is Your people.
14 And the Lord said, My Presence shall go with you, and | will give you rest.
Psalm 127:1-2 AMP
1 EXCEPT THE Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it; except the Lord keeps the city, the
watchman wakes but in vain. [Ps. 121:1, 3, 5.]
2 It is vain for you to rise up early, to take rest late, to eat the bread of [anxious] toil-for He gives
[blessings] to His beloved in sleep.
Mark 6:30-32 AMP
30 The apostles [sent out as missionaries] came back and gathered together to Jesus, and told Him all that
they had done and taught.
31 And He said to them, [As for you] come away by yourselves to a deserted place, and rest a while—for
many were [continually] coming and going, and they had not even leisure enough to eat.
32 And they went away in a boat to a solitary place by themselves.
Isaiah 30:15 AMP
15 For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel: In returning [to Me] and resting [in Me] you shall be
saved; in quietness and in [trusting] confidence shall be your strength. But you would not,
Psalm 37:4-8 AMP
4 Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He will give you the desires and secret petitions of your heart.
5 Commit your way to the Lord [roll and repose each care of your load on Him]; trust (lean on, rely on, and
be confident) also in Him and He will bring it to pass.
6 And He will make your uprightness and right standing with God go forth as the light, and your justice and
right as [the shining sun of] the noonday.
7 Be still and rest in the Lord; wait for Him and patiently lean yourself upon Him; fret not yourself because of
him who prospers in his way, because of the man who brings wicked devices to pass.
8 Cease from anger and forsake wrath; fret not yourself—it tends only to evildoing.
Isaiah 32:17-18 AMP
17 And the effect of righteousness will be peace [internal and external], and the result of righteousness will
be quietness and confident trust forever.



18 My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, in safe dwellings, and in quiet resting-places.
Acts 3:19 AMP
19 So repent (change your mind and purpose); turn around and return [to God], that your sins may be erased
(blotted out, wiped clean), that times of refreshing (of recovering from the effects of heat, of reviving with fresh
air) may come from the presence of the Lord;
Proverbs 17:1 AMP

BETTER IS a dry morsel with quietness than a house full of feasting [on offered sacrifices] with strife.

Sabbath Rest

Genesis 2:2-3 AMP

2 And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done; and He rested on the seventh day from
all His work which He had done. [Heb. 4:9, 10.]

3 And God blessed (spoke good of) the seventh day, set it apart as His own, and hallowed it, because on it
God rested from all His work which He had created and done. [Exod. 20:11.]

Exodus 20:8-11 AMP

8 [Earnestly] remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy (withdrawn from common employment and dedicated to God).

9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work,

10 But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; in it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, your
daughter, your manservant, your maidservant, your domestic animals, or the sojourner within your gates.

11 For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day.
That is why the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it [set it apart for His purposes].

Exodus 23:12 AMP

12 Six days you shall do your work, but the seventh day you shall rest and keep Sabbath, that your ox and
your donkey may rest, and the son of your bondwoman, and the alien, may be refreshed.

Exodus 34:21 AMP

21 Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest; even in plowing time and in harvest you shall
rest [on the Sabbath].

Isaiah 58:13-14 AMP

13 If you turn away your foot from [traveling unduly on] the Sabbath, from doing your own pleasure on My
holy day, and call the Sabbath a [spiritual] delight, the holy day of the Lord honorable, and honor Him and it,
not going your own way or seeking or finding your own pleasure or speaking with your own [idle] words,

14 Then will you delight yourself in the Lord, and | will make you to ride on the high places of the earth, and
| will feed you with the heritage [promised for you] of Jacob your father; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken
it. [Gen. 27:28, 29; 28:13-15.]

Mark 2:27-28 AMP

27 And Jesus said to them, The Sabbath was made on account and for the sake of man, not man for the
Sabbath; [Exod. 23:12; Deut. 5:14.]

28 So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.

Matthew 5:17-19 AMP

17 Do not think that | have come to do away with or undo the Law or the Prophets; | have come not to do
away with orundo but to complete and fulfill them.

18 For truly | tell you, until the sky and earth pass away and perish, not one smallest letter nor one little
hook [identifying certain Hebrew letters] will pass from the Law until all things [it foreshadows] are
accomplished.

19 Whoever then breaks or does away with or relaxes one of the least [important] of these commandments
and teaches men so shall be called least [important] in the kingdom of heaven, but he who practices them and
teaches others to do so shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

Hebrew 4:9-11 AMP

9 So then, there is still awaiting a full and complete Sabbath-rest reserved for the [true] people of God;
10 For he who has once entered [God's] rest also has ceased from [the weariness and pain] of human
labors, just as God rested from those labors peculiarly His own. [Gen. 2:2.]



11 Let us therefore be zealous and exert ourselves and strive diligently to enter that rest [of God, to know
and experience it for ourselves], that no one may fall or perish by the same kind of unbelief and disobedience
[into which those in the wilderness fell].



Know Your Why Part 7: Why Do | Go To Church?
Pastor Kelly Word
Matthew 22:29 HCSB
“Jesus answered them, “You are deceived, because you don’t know the Scriptures or the power of God.”
1 Peter 3:15 AMP
“But in your hearts set Christ apart as holy [and acknowledge Him] as Lord. Always be ready to give a logical
defense to anyone who asks you to account for the hope that is in you, but do it courteously and respecitfully.
[Isa. 8:12,13.]
TOP TEN BIBLICAL REASONS FOR CHURCH:
1. If you follow Christ, you are a part of the body of Christ, and body parts, by nature, are connected.
1 Corinthians 12:12-31 AMP
12 For just as the body is a unity and yet has many parts, and all the parts, though many, form [only] one body, so it is with
Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One).
13 For by [means of the personal agency of] one [Holy] Spirit we were all, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free, baptized
[and by baptism united together] into one body, and all made to drink of one [Holy] Spirit.
14 For the body does not consist of one limb or organ but of many.
15 If the foot should say, Because | am not the hand, | do not belong to the body, would it be therefore not [a part] of the body?
16 If the ear should say, Because | am not the eye, | do not belong to the body, would it be therefore not [a part] of the body?
17 If the whole body were an eye, where [would be the sense of] hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where [would be the
sense of] smell?
18 But as it is, God has placed and arranged the limbs and organs in the body, each [particular one] of them, just as He
wished and saw fit and with the best adaptation.
19 But if [the whole] were all a single organ, where would the body be?
20 And now there are [certainly] many limbs and organs, but a single body.
21 And the eye is not able to say to the hand, | have no need of you, nor again the head to the feet, | have no need of you.
22 But instead, there is [absolute] necessity for the parts of the body that are considered the more weak.
23 And those [parts] of the body which we consider rather ignoble are [the very parts] which we invest with additional honor,
and our unseemly parts and those unsuitable for exposure are treated with seemliness (modesty and decorum),
24 Which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so adjusted (mingled, harmonized, and subtly proportioned
the parts of) the whole body, giving the greater honor and richer endowment to the inferior parts which lack [apparent
importance],
25 So that there should be no division or discord or lack of adaptation [of the parts of the body to each other], but the members
all alike should have a mutual interest in and care for one another.
26 And if one member suffers, all the parts [share] the suffering; if one member is honored, all the members [share in] the
enjoyment of it.
27 Now you [collectively] are Christ's body and [individually] you are members of it, each part severally and distinct [each with
his own place and function].
28 So God has appointed some in the church [for His own use]: first apostles (special messengers); second prophets (inspired
preachers and expounders); third teachers; then wonder-workers; then those with ability to heal the sick; helpers;
administrators; [speakers in] different (unknown) tongues.
29 Are all apostles (special messengers)? Are all prophets (inspired interpreters of the will and purposes of God)? Are all
teachers? Do all have the power of performing miracles?
30 Do all possess extraordinary powers of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?
31 But earnestly desire and zealously cultivate the greatest and best gifts and graces (the higher gifts and the choicest
graces). And yet | will show you a still more excellent way [one that is better by far and the highest of them all-love].

2. God wants to show others who He is through YOU. When you get involved at church, people get a
bigger understanding of who God is.

1 Corinthians 12:5-7 AMP

5 And there are distinctive varieties of service and ministration, but it is the same Lord [Who is served].

6 And there are distinctive varieties of operation [of working to accomplish things], but it is the same God Who
inspires and energizes them all in all.

7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the [Holy] Spirit [the evidence, the spiritual illumination of the
Spirit] for good and profit.



3. You have been given a spiritual gift that is to be used to build up the body of Christ. Your gift is
something that other believers need.

1 Corinthians 12 AMP

8 To one is given in and through the [Holy] Spirit [the power to speak] a message of wisdom, and to another
[the power to express] a word of knowledge and understanding according to the same [Holy] Spirit;

9 To another [wonder-working] faith by the same [Holy] Spirit, to another the extraordinary powers of healing
by the one Spirit;

10 To another the working of miracles, to another prophetic insight (the gift of interpreting the divine will and
purpose); to another the ability to discern and distinguish between [the utterances of true] spirits [and false
ones], to another various kinds of [unknown] tongues, to another the ability to interpret [such] tongues.

11 All these [gifts, achievements, abilities] are inspired and brought to pass by one and the same [Holy] Spirit,
Who apportions to each person individually [exactly] as He chooses.

12 For just as the body is a unity and yet has many parts, and all the parts, though many, form [only] one body,
so it is with Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One).

4. You need to eat, learn and pray with other believers!

Acts 2:42-47 AMP

42 And they steadfastly persevered, devoting themselves constantly to the instruction and fellowship of the
apostles, to the breaking of bread [including the Lord's Supper] and prayers.

43 And a sense of awe (reverential fear) came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were performed
through the apostles (the special messengers).

44 And all who believed (who adhered to and trusted in and relied on Jesus Christ) were united and [together]
they had everything in common;

45 And they sold their possessions (both their landed property and their movable goods) and distributed the
price among all, according as any had need.

46 And day after day they regularly assembled in the temple with united purpose, and in their homes they
broke bread [including the Lord's Supper]. They partook of their food with gladness and simplicity and
generous hearts,

47 Constantly praising God and being in favor and goodwill with all the people; and the Lord kept adding [to
their number] daily those who were being saved [from spiritual death].

5. We need to share with others, which means that we have to hang out enough to see the needs of
our brothers and sisters.

Romans 12:13 AMP

13 Contribute to the needs of God's people [sharing in the necessities of the saints]; pursue the practice of
hospitality.

6. We need encouragement, and other believers need encouragement from us on a regular basis.
Hebrews 10:24-25 AMP

24 And let us consider and give attentive, continuous care to watching over one another, studying how we may
stir up (stimulate and incite) to love and helpful deeds and noble activities,

25 Not forsaking or neglecting to assemble together [as believers], as is the habit of some people, but
admonishing (warning, urging, and encouraging) one another, and all the more faithfully as you see the day
approaching.

7. We need to laugh and cry with other believers through all the ups and downs of life. That can only
happen if we are meeting with one another regularly.

Romans 12:14-18 AMP

14 Bless those who persecute you [who are cruel in their attitude toward you]; bless and do not curse them.
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice [sharing others' joy], and weep with those who weep [sharing others' grief].



16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty (snobbish, high-minded, exclusive), but readily adjust
yourself to [people, things] and give yourselves to humble tasks. Never overestimate yourself or be wise in
your own conceits. [Prov. 3:7.]

17 Repay no one evil for evil, but take thought for what is honest and proper and noble [aiming to be above
reproach] in the sight of everyone. [Prov. 20:22.]

18 If possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.

8. God is going to comfort you, often through the words and actions of other believers, and He wants
you to pass on the comfort to the believers around you!

2 Corinthians 1:3-7 AMP

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of sympathy (pity and mercy) and the God [Who is the
Source] of every comfort (consolation and encouragement),

4 Who comforts (consoles and encourages) us in every trouble (calamity and affliction), so that we may also be able to
comfort (console and encourage) those who are in any kind of trouble or distress, with the comfort (consolation and
encouragement) with which we ourselves are comforted (consoled and encouraged) by God.

5 For just as Christ's [own] sufferings fall to our lot [as they overflow upon His disciples, and we share and experience them]
abundantly, so through Christ comfort (consolation and encouragement) is also [shared and experienced] abundantly by us.
6 But if we are troubled (afflicted and distressed), it is for your comfort (consolation and encouragement) and [for your]
salvation; and if we are comforted (consoled and encouraged), it is for your comfort (consolation and encouragement), which
works [in you] when you patiently endure the same evils (misfortunes and calamities) that we also suffer and undergo.

7 And our hope for you [our joyful and confident expectation of good for you] is ever unwavering (assured and unshaken); for
we know that just as you share and are partners in [our] sufferings and calamities, you also share and are partners in [our]
comfort (consolation and encouragement).

9. If God is our Father, that makes church a family gathering.

Philippians 1:2-6

2 Grace (favor and blessing) to you and [heart] peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (the
Messiah).

3 | thank my God in all my remembrance of you.

4 In every prayer of mine | always make my entreaty and petition for you all with joy (delight).

5 [l thank my God] for your fellowship (your sympathetic cooperation and contributions and partnership) in
advancing the good news (the Gospel) from the first day [you heard it] until now.

6 And | am convinced and sure of this very thing, that He Who began a good work in you will continue until the
day of Jesus Christ [right up to the time of His return], developing [that good work] and perfecting and bringing
it to full completion in you.

10. When you gather with other believers and love them, God’s love is made complete in you.

1 John 4:7-13 AMP

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is (springs) from God; and he who loves [his fellowmen] is begotten (born) of God
and is coming [progressively] to know and understand God [to perceive and recognize and get a better and clearer
knowledge of Him].

8 He who does not love has not become acquainted with God [does not and never did know Him], for God is love.

9 In this the love of God was made manifest (displayed) where we are concerned: in that God sent His Son, the only
begotten or unique [Son], into the world so that we might live through Him.

10 In this is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation (the atoning sacrifice)
for our sins.

11 Beloved, if God loved us so [very much], we also ought to love one another.

12 No man has at any time [yet] seen God. But if we love one another, God abides (lives and remains) in us and His love
(that love which is essentially His) is brought to completion (to its full maturity, runs its full course, is perfected) in us!

13 By this we come to know (perceive, recognize, and understand) that we abide (live and remain) in Him and He in us:
because He has given (imparted) to us of His [Holy] Spirit.
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