Here Comes The Bride Part 1: The Submissive Life
Pastor Kelly Word

Jeremiah 10:1-3; 23-24 AMP

“‘HEAR THE word which the Lord speaks to you, O house of Israel. Thus says the Lord: Learn not the way of
the [heathen] nations and be not dismayed at the signs of the heavens, though they are dismayed at them, For
the customs and ordinances of the peoples are false, empty, and futile; it is but a tree which one cuts out of the
forest [to make for himself a god], the work of the hands of the craftsman with the ax or other tool.

“O Lord [pleads Jeremiah in the name of the people], | know that [the determination of] the way of a man is not
in himself; it is not in man [even in a strong man or in a man at his best] to direct his [own] steps. [Ps. 37:23;
Prov. 20:24.] O Lord, correct, instruct, and chastise me, but with judgment and in just measure—not in Your
anger, lest You diminish me and bring me to nothing.”

James 4:1-10 The Message

Where do you think all these appalling wars and quarrels come from? Do you think they just happen? Think again. They
come about because you want your own way, and fight for it deep inside yourselves. You lust for what you don’t have and
are willing to kill to get it. You want what isn’t yours and will risk violence to get your hands on it. You wouldn’t think of just
asking God for it, would you? And why not? Because you know you'd be asking for what you have no right to. You're spoiled
children, each wanting your own way. You wouldn’t think of just asking God for it, would you? And why not? Because you
know you’d be asking for what you have no right to. You're spoiled children, each wanting your own way. You’re cheating on
God. If all you want is your own way, flirting with the world every chance you get, you end up enemies of God and his way.
And do you suppose God doesn’t care? The proverb has it that “he’s a fiercely jealous lover.” And what he gives in love is far
better than anything else you’ll find. It's common knowledge that “God goes against the willful proud; God gives grace to the
willing humble.”

So let God work his will in you. Yell a loud no to the Devil and watch him scamper. Say a quiet yes to God and he’ll be there
in no time. Quit dabbling in sin. Purify your inner life. Quit playing the field. Hit bottom, and cry your eyes out. The fun and
games are over. Get serious, really serious. Get down on your knees before the Master; it's the only way you’ll get on your
feet.”

Proverbs 3:5-8 AMP

“Lean on, trust in, and be confident in the Lord with all your heart and mind and do not rely on your own insight
or understanding. In all your ways know, recognize, and acknowledge Him, and He will direct and make
straight and plain your paths. Be not wise in your own eyes; reverently fear and worship the Lord and turn
[entirely] away from evil. [Prov. 8:13.] It shall be health to your nerves and sinews, and marrow and moistening
to your bones.”

Romans 8:6-11 AMP

“Now the mind of the flesh [which is sense and reason without the Holy Spirit] is death [death that comprises all the miseries
arising from sin, both here and hereafter]. But the mind of the [Holy] Spirit is life and [soul] peace [both now and forever].
[That is] because the mind of the flesh [with its carnal thoughts and purposes] is hostile to God, for it does not submit itself to
God's Law; indeed it cannot. So then those who are living the life of the flesh [catering to the appetites and impulses of their
carnal nature] cannot please or satisfy God, or be acceptable to Him. But you are not living the life of the flesh, you are living
the life of the Spirit, if the [Holy] Spirit of God [really] dwells within you [directs and controls you]. But if anyone does not
possess the [Holy] Spirit of Christ, he is none of His [he does not belong to Christ, is not truly a child of God]. [Rom. 8:14.]
But if Christ lives in you, [then although] your [natural] body is dead by reason of sin and guilt, the spirit is alive because of
[the] righteousness [that He imputes to you]. And if the Spirit of Him Who raised up Jesus from the dead dwells in you, [then]
He Who raised up Christ Jesus from the dead will also restore to life your mortal (short-lived, perishable) bodies through His
Spirit Who dwells in you.”

Mark 7:6-9 AMP

“But He said to them, Excellently and truly [so that there will be no room for blame] did Isaiah prophesy of you, the
pretenders and hypocrites, as it stands written: These people [constantly] honor Me with their lips, but their hearts hold off



and are far distant from Me. In vain (fruitlessly and without profit) do they worship Me, ordering and teaching [to be obeyed]
as doctrines the commandments and precepts of men. [Isa. 29:13.] You disregard and give up and ask to depart from you
the commandment of God and cling to the tradition of men [keeping it carefully and faithfully]. And He said to them, You have
a fine way of rejecting [thus thwarting and nullifying and doing away with] the commandment of God in order to keep your
tradition (your own human regulations)!”

Romans 12:1-2 AMP

‘I APPEAL to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of [all] the mercies of God, to make a decisive
dedication of your bodies [presenting all your members and faculties] as a living sacrifice, holy (devoted,
consecrated) and well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable (rational, intelligent) service and spiritual
worship. Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial
customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new
attitude], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even
the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you].”

Ezekiel 20:21 AMP

“Yet the sons rebelled against Me; they walked not in My statutes, neither kept My ordinances which, if a man
does, he must live in and by them; they profaned My Sabbaths. Then | thought | would pour out My wrath on
them and finish My anger against them in the wilderness.”

1 Samuel 15:1-23 AMP

“SAMUEL TOLD Saul, The Lord sent me to anoint you king over His people Israel. Now listen and heed the words of the
Lord. Thus says the Lord of hosts, | have considered and will punish what Amalek did to Israel, how he set himself against
him in the way when [Israel] came out of Egypt. Now go and smite Amalek and utterly destroy all they have; do not spare
them, but kill both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and donkey. So Saul assembled the men and
numbered them at Telaim—200,000 men on foot and 10,000 men of Judah. And Saul came to the city of Amalek and laid wait
in the valley. Saul warned the Kenites, Go, depart, get down from among the Amalekites, lest | destroy you with them; for you
showed kindness to all the Israelites when they came up out of Egypt. So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites.
Saul smote the Amalekites from Havilah as far as Shur, which is east of Egypt. And he took Agag king of the Amalekites
alive, though he utterly destroyed all the rest of the people with the sword. Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of
the sheep, oxen, fatlings, lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them; but all that was undesirable or
worthless they destroyed utterly. Then the word of the Lord came to Samuel, saying, | regret making Saul king, for he has
turned back from following Me and has not performed My commands. And Samuel was grieved and angry [with Saul], and he
cried to the Lord all night. When Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning, he was told, Saul came to Carmel, and
behold, he set up for himself a monument or trophy [of his victory] and passed on and went down to Gilgal. And Samuel
came to Saul, and Saul said to him, Blessed are you of the Lord. | have performed what the Lord ordered. And Samuel said,
What then means this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen which | hear? Saul said, They have
brought them from the Amalekites; for the people spared the best of the sheep and oxen to sacrifice to the Lord your God,
but the rest we have utterly destroyed. Then Samuel said to Saul, Stop! | will tell you what the Lord said to me tonight. Saul
said to him, Say on. Samuel said, When you were small in your own sight, were you not made the head of the tribes of Israel,
and the Lord anointed you king over Israel? And the Lord sent you on a mission and said, Go, utterly destroy the sinners, the
Amalekites; and fight against them until they are consumed. Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord, but swooped
down upon the plunder and did evil in the Lord's sight? Saul said to Samuel, Yes, | have obeyed the voice of the Lord and
have gone the way which the Lord sent me, and have brought Agag king of Amalek and have utterly destroyed the
Amalekites. But the people took from the spoil sheep and oxen, the chief of the things to be utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to
the Lord your God in Gilgal. Samuel said, Has the Lord as great a delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the
voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as idolatry and teraphim (household good luck images). Because you have rejected the word
of the Lord, He also has rejected you from being king.”



Here Comes The Bride Part 2: Holiness is not a Dirty Word
Pastor Kelly Word

Hoesa 2:19-21 AMP
“And | will betroth you to Me forever; yes, | will betroth you to Me in righteousness and justice, in steadfast
love, and in mercy. | will even betroth you to Me in stability and in faithfulness, and you shall know (recognize,
be acquainted with, appreciate, give heed to, and cherish) the Lord. And in that day | will respond, says the
Lord; I will respond to the heavens [which ask for rain to pour on the earth], and they shall respond to the earth
[which begs for the rain it needs],”

2 Corinthians 11:2-4 AMP

“For | am zealous for you with a godly eagerness and a divine jealousy, for | have betrothed you to one
Husband, to present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. [Hos. 2:19, 20.] But [now] | am fearful, lest that even as
the serpent beguiled Eve by his cunning, so your minds may be corrupted and seduced from wholehearted and
sincere and pure devotion to Christ. [Gen. 3:4.] For [you seem readily to endure it] if a man comes and
preaches another Jesus than the One we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the [Spirit] you
[once] received or a different gospel from the one you [then] received and welcomed; you tolerate [all that] well
enough!”

Isaiah 54:4-6 AMP

“Fear not, for you shall not be ashamed; neither be confounded and depressed, for you shall not be put to
shame. For you shall forget the shame of your youth, and you shall not [seriously] remember the reproach of
your widowhood any more. For your Maker is your Husband—the Lord of hosts is His name—and the Holy One
of Israel is your Redeemer; the God of the whole earth He is called. For the Lord has called you like a woman
forsaken, grieved in spirit, and heartsore—even a wife [wooed and won] in youth, when she is [later] refused
and scorned, says your God.”

Holy: Greek 40: (Hag-ee-o0s): compare to 53, 2282 - sacred (physically, pure, morally blameless or
religious, consecrated) -- most holy

Greek 53: (hag-nos): properly clean, innocent, modest, perfect: -- chaste, clean, pure

Greek: 2282 - to warm; to brood, to foster: cherish.

Holinewss: Greek 42: (hag-ee-o0-soo-nay): from 40; sacredness (properly, the quality of holiness)

Hebrews 12:14 AMP
“Strive to live in peace with everybody and pursue that consecration and holiness without which no one will
[ever] see the Lord.”

1 Peter 1:13-17 AMP

“So brace up your minds; be sober (circumspect, morally alert); set your hope wholly and unchangeably on the
grace (divine favor) that is coming to you when Jesus Christ (the Messiah) is revealed. [Live] as children of
obedience [to God]; do not conform yourselves to the evil desires [that governed you] in your former ignorance
[when you did not know the requirements of the Gospel]. But as the One Who called you is holy, you
yourselves also be holy in all your conduct and manner of living. For it is written, You shall be holy, for | am
holy. [Lev. 11:44, 45.] And if you call upon Him as [your] Father Who judges each one impartially according to
what he does, [then] you should conduct yourselves with true reverence throughout the time of your temporary
residence [on the earth, whether long or short].”

1 John 3:3-10 AMP



“And everyone who has this hope [resting] on Him cleanses (purifies) himself just as He is pure (chaste,
undefiled, guiltless). Everyone who commits (practices) sin is guilty of lawlessness; for [that is what] sin is,
lawlessness (the breaking, violating of God's law by transgression or neglect-being unrestrained and
unregulated by His commands and His will). You know that He appeared in visible form and became Man to
take away [upon Himself] sins, and in Him there is no sin [essentially and forever]. No one who abides in Him
[who lives and remains in communion with and in obedience to Him—deliberately, knowingly, and habitually]
commits (practices) sin. No one who [habitually] sins has either seen or known Him [recognized, perceived, or
understood Him, or has had an experiential acquaintance with Him]. Boys (lads), let no one deceive and lead
you astray. He who practices righteousness [who is upright, conforming to the divine will in purpose, thought,
and action, living a consistently conscientious life] is righteous, even as He is righteous. [But] he who commits
sin [who practices evildoing] is of the devil [takes his character from the evil one], for the devil has sinned
(violated the divine law) from the beginning. The reason the Son of God was made manifest (visible) was to
undo (destroy, loosen, and dissolve) the works the devil [has done]. No one born (begotten) of God
[deliberately, knowingly, and habitually] practices sin, for God's nature abides in him [His principle of life, the
divine sperm, remains permanently within him]; and he cannot practice sinning because he is born (begotten)
of God. By this it is made clear who take their nature from God and are His children and who take their nature
from the devil and are his children: no one who does not practice righteousness [who does not conform to
God's will in purpose, thought, and action] is of God; neither is anyone who does not love his brother (his fellow
believer in Christ).”

2 Corinthians 7:1 AMP

“THEREFORE, SINCE these [great] promises are ours, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from everything that
contaminates and defiles body and spirit, and bring [our] consecration to completeness in the [reverential] fear
of God.”

1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 AMP

‘FURTHERMORE, BRETHREN, we beg and admonish you in [virtue of our union with] the Lord Jesus, that
[you follow the instructions which] you learned from us about how you ought to walk so as to please and gratify
God, as indeed you are doing, [and] that you do so even more and more abundantly [attaining yet greater
perfection in living this life]. For you know what charges and precepts we gave you [on the authority and by the
inspiration of] the Lord Jesus. For this is the will of God, that you should be consecrated (separated and set
apart for pure and holy living): that you should abstain and shrink from all sexual vice, That each one of you
should know how to possess (control, manage) his own body in consecration (purity, separated from things
profane) and honor, Not [to be used] in the passion of lust like the heathen, who are ignorant of the true God
and have no knowledge of His will, That no man transgress and overreach his brother and defraud him in this
matter or defraud his brother in business. For the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we have already
warned you solemnly and told you plainly. For God has not called us to impurity but to consecration [to
dedicate ourselves to the most thorough purity]. Therefore whoever disregards (sets aside and rejects
this) disregards not man but God, Whose [very] Spirit [Whom] He gives to you is holy (chaste, pure).
But concerning brotherly love [for all other Christians], you have no need to have anyone write you, for
you yourselves have been [personally] taught by God to love one another. And indeed you already are
[extending and displaying your love] to all the brethren throughout Macedonia. But we beseech and earnestly
exhort you, brethren, that you excel [in this matter] more and more, To make it your ambition and definitely
endeavor to live quietly and peacefully, to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we charged
you, So that you may bear yourselves becomingly and be correct and honorable and command the respect of
the outside world, being dependent on nobody [self-supporting] and having need of nothing.”

2 Timothy 2:15-21 AMP



“Study and be eager and do your utmost to present yourself to God approved (tested by trial), a workman who
has no cause to be ashamed, correctly analyzing and accurately dividing [rightly handling and skillfully
teaching] the Word of Truth. But avoid all empty (vain, useless, idle) talk, for it will lead people into more and
more ungodliness. And their teaching [will devour; it] will eat its way like cancer or spread like gangrene. So it
is with Hymenaeus and Philetus, Who have missed the mark and swerved from the truth by arguing that the
resurrection has already taken place. They are undermining the faith of some. But the firm foundation of (laid
by) God stands, sure and unshaken, bearing this seal (inscription): The Lord knows those who are His, and,
Let everyone who names [himself by] the name of the Lord give up all iniquity and stand aloof from it. [Num.
16:5; Isa. 26:13.] But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also [utensils] of wood
and earthenware, and some for honorable and noble [use] and some for menial and ignoble [use]. So whoever
cleanses himself [from what is ignoble and unclean, who separates himself from contact with contaminating
and corrupting influences] will [then himself] be a vessel set apart and useful for honorable and noble
purposes, consecrated and profitable to the Master, fit and ready for any good work.”

Leviticus 20:26 AMP
“And you shall be holy to Me; for | the Lord am holy, and have separated you from the peoples, that you should
be Mine.”

Isaiah 35:8-10 AMP

“And a highway shall be there, and a way; and it shall be called the Holy Way. The unclean shall not pass over
it, but it shall be for the redeemed; the wayfaring men, yes, the simple ones and fools, shall not err in it and
lose their way. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found
there. But the redeemed shall walk on it. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with
singing, and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away.”

1 Thessalonians 5:23 AMP

“And may the God of peace Himself sanctify you through and through [separate you from profane things, make
you pure and wholly consecrated to God]; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved sound and
complete [and found] blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah).”

1 Corinthians 6:17-20 AMP

“But the person who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him. Shun immorality and all sexual
looseness [flee from impurity in thought, word, or deed]. Any other sin which a man commits is one outside the
body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is the
temple (the very sanctuary) of the Holy Spirit Who lives within you, Whom you have received [as a Gift] from
God? You are not your own, You were bought with a price [purchased with a preciousness and paid for, made
His own]. So then, honor God and bring glory to Him in your body.”

Leveticus 19:2 AMP
“Say to all the assembly of the Israelites, You shall be holy, for | the Lord your God am holy. [l Pet. 1:15.]”

James 1:21 AMP

“So get rid of all uncleanness and the rampant outgrowth of wickedness, and in a humble (gentle, modest)
spirit receive and welcome the Word which implanted and rooted [in your hearts] contains the power to save
your souls.”

1 John 1:11 AMP



“Beloved, do not imitate evil, but imitate good. He who does good is of God; he who does evil has not seen
(discerned or experienced) God [has enjoyed no vision of Him and does not know Him at all].”

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 AMP

“Do you not know that the unrighteous and the wrongdoers will not inherit or have any share in the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived (misled): neither the impure and immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor those
who participate in homosexuality, Nor cheats (swindlers and thieves), nor greedy graspers, nor drunkards, nor
foulmouthed revilers and slanderers, nor extortioners and robbers will inherit or have any share in the kingdom
of God. And such some of you were [once]. But you were washed clean (purified by a complete atonement for
sin and made free from the guilt of sin), and you were consecrated (set apart, hallowed), and you were justified
[pronounced righteous, by trusting] in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the [Holy] Spirit of our God.”

1 John 5:2-4 AMP

“By this we come to know (recognize and understand) that we love the children of God: when we love God and
obey His commands (orders, charges)-[when we keep His ordinances and are mindful of His precepts and His
teaching]. For the [true] love of God is this: that we do His commands [keep His ordinances and are mindful of
His precepts and teaching]. And these orders of His are not irksome (burdensome, oppressive, or grievous).
For whatever is born of God is victorious over the world; and this is the victory that conquers the world, even
our faith.”

Revelation 19:7-9 AMP

“Let us rejoice and shout for joy [exulting and triumphant]! Let us celebrate and ascribe to Him glory and honor,
for the marriage of the Lamb [at last] has come, and His bride has prepared herself. [Ps. 118:24.] She has
been permitted to dress in fine (radiant) linen, dazzling and white—for the fine linen is (signifies, represents) the
righteousness (the upright, just, and godly living, deeds, and conduct, and right standing with God) of the
saints (God's holy people). Then [the angel] said to me, Write this down: Blessed (happy, to be envied) are
those who are summoned (invited, called) to the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he said to me [further],
These are the true words (the genuine and exact declarations) of God.”



Here Comes The Bride Part 3: The Art of Submission
Pastor Kelly Word

As the Bride of Christ, the church is a picture of the female role in a marriage. We are going to look at
a woman'’s role in marriage to see how we should behave as the Bride of Christ.

Isaiah 62:5 AMP
“For as a young man marries a virgin [O Jerusalem], so shall your sons marry you; and as the bridegroom
rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.”

Can A Woman Really Lead In The Home? Is It Biblical?

Genesis 2:15-24 AMP

“And the Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to tend and guard and keep it. And the
Lord God commanded the man, saying, You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; But of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil and blessing and calamity you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you
shall surely die. Now the Lord God said, It is not good (sufficient, satisfactory) that the man should be alone; |
will make him a helper meet (suitable, adapted, complementary) for him. And out of the ground the Lord God
formed every [wild] beast and living creature of the field and every bird of the air and brought them to Adam to
see what he would call them; and whatever Adam called every living creature, that was its name. And Adam
gave names to all the livestock and to the birds of the air and to every [wild] beast of the field; but for Adam
there was not found a helper meet (suitable, adapted, complementary) for him. And the Lord God caused a
deep sleep to fall upon Adam; and while he slept, He took one of his ribs or a part of his side and closed up the
[place with] flesh. And the rib or part of his side which the Lord God had taken from the man He built up and
made into a woman, and He brought her to the man. Then Adam said, This [creature] is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of a man. Therefore a man shall
leave his father and his mother and shall become united and cleave to his wife, and they shall become one
flesh. [Matt. 19:5; | Cor. 6:16; Eph. 5:31-33.] And the man and his wife were both naked and were not
embarrassed or ashamed in each other's presence.”

Cleave Hebrew 1692: (daw-bak) - to impinge (to make an impression; have an effect or impact), cling or
adhere; to catch by pursuit; abide fast, cleave (fast together), follow close (hard after), be joined together,
keep fast, overtake, pursue hard, stick, take.

Matthew 19:4-6 KJV

And he answered and said unto them, “Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made
them male and female,” and said, “for this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his
wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain (two), but one flesh. What
therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.”

Ephesians 5:21-33 AMP

“Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One). Wives, be subject (be
submissive and adapt yourselves) to your own husbands as [a service] to the Lord. For the husband is head of
the wife as Christ is the Head of the church, Himself the Savior of [His] body. As the church is subject to Christ,
so let wives also be subject in everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the
church and gave Himself up for her, So that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of
water with the Word, That He might present the church to Himself in glorious splendor, without spot or wrinkle
or any such things [that she might be holy and faultless]. Even so husbands should love their wives as [being



in a sense] their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself. For no man ever hated his own flesh,
but nourishes and carefully protects and cherishes it, as Christ does the church, Because we are members
(parts) of His body. For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall be joined to his wife,
and the two shall become one flesh. [Gen. 2:24.] This mystery is very great, but | speak concerning [the
relation of] Christ and the church. However, let each man of you [without exception] love his wife as [being in a
sense] his very own self; and let the wife see that she respects and reverences her husband [that she notices
him, regards him, honors him, prefers him, venerates, and esteems him; and that she defers to him, praises
him, and loves and admires him exceedingly]. [I Pet. 3:2.]"

1 Corinthians 11:3 AMP
“But | want you to know and realize that Christ is the Head of every man, the head of a woman is her husband,
and the Head of Christ is God.”

e So, this scripture tells us that the HUSBAND is the head of the house. He is the leader! And the WIFE
is subject or submissive to the husband. So, in the marriage picture of our relationship with God, God
is the leader. We are submissive and subject to Him.

e Notice in Ephesians it says be submissive to YOUR OWN HUSBAND. Submission is in the home. It
doesn’t mean that a woman must be submissive to EVERY MAN. She must just walk in submission to
HER OWN HUSBAND! In the same way, we are to be submissive ONLY to God. We should not bow
down or follow the direction of any other thing or person but God.

e HUSBANDS are to love their wives as Christ loved the church. Let’s look at that relationship. Jesus
was a servant leader. He provided for, taught, cared for, and served. Even to the point of washing his
disciples feet.

e |tis the HUSBANDSs role to provide leadership and Biblical truth to the household, and it's the WIVES
role to submit to that truth and Biblical Leadership! So, God provides leadership, and it's our role to
submit to that leadership, and follow God.

IT’S ALL ABOUT KNOWING WHAT YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR, AND FLOWING IN THAT
RESPONSIBILITY!

e LADIES, you are NOT responsible for your husbands! We must quit treating our men like children. It is
NOT Biblical! In the same way, we are not responsible for God.

o Jeremiah 29:11 AMP - “For | know the thoughts and plans that | have for you, says the Lord,
thoughts and plans for welfare and peace and not for evil, to give you hope in your final
outcome.”

e The feminist movement and society jokes portraying our men as dumb and incompetent children who
have to be looked over to make it in life have messed up God'’s Biblical view of the family. He doesn’t
need you to tell him how to do everything, or remind him 50 times that decisions need to be made etc.
Your husband is not a child!

o Proverbs 21:19 HCSB - “Better to live in a wilderness than with a nagging and hot-tempered
wife.”

o Proverbs 21:9 AMP - “It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop [on the flat oriental roof,
exposed to all kinds of weather] than in a house shared with a nagging, quarrelsome, and
faultfinding woman.”

o Proverbs 25:24 AMP - “It is better to dwell in the corner of the housetop than to share a house
with a disagreeing, quarrelsome, and scolding woman. [Prov. 21:9.]"

e | know what you’re thinking.... What’s going to happen at home if | quit trying to run everything?!? Men
haven’t been taking responsibility because we don’t give them any room to be responsible!!! We must
make room for our men to be men!



| hear it now... But what if he messes it up???? You know... He’s going to!

You have to give your husband permission and room to FAIL! And extend grace!

Colossians 4:6 AMP “Let your speech at all times be gracious (pleasant and winsome),
seasoned [as it were] with salt, [so that you may never be at a loss] to know how you ought to
answer anyone [who puts a question to you].”

In the same way, we need to make space for God, and we need to allow Him to lead.
Lamentations 3:22-26 AMP - “It is because of the Lord's mercy and loving-kindness that we
are not consumed, because His [tender] compassions fail not. [Mal. 3:6.] They are new every
morning; great and abundant is Your stability and faithfulness. [Isa. 33:2.] The Lord is my
portion or share, says my living being (my inner self); therefore will | hope in Him and wait
expectantly for Him. [Num. 18:20.] The Lord is good to those who wait hopefully and expectantly
for Him, to those who seek Him [inquire of and for Him and require Him by right of necessity and
on the authority of God's word]. It is good that one should hope in and wait quietly for the
salvation (the safety and ease) of the Lord.”

e WHAT DO I DO IF MY HUSBAND IS A HEATHEN? We know God is not a Heathen, but in the
natural, what do we do?

o

O

1 PETER 3:1-9 AMP
“IN LIKE manner, you married women, be submissive to your own husbands [subordinate
yourselves as being secondary to and dependent on them, and adapt yourselves to them], so
that even if any do not obey the Word [of God], they may be won over not by discussion but by
the [godly] lives of their wives, When they observe the pure and modest way in which you
conduct yourselves, together with your reverence [for your husband; you are to feel for him all
that reverence includes: to respect, defer to, revere him—to honor, esteem, appreciate, prize,
and, in the human sense, to adore him, that is, to admire, praise, be devoted to, deeply love,
and enjoy your husband]. Let not yours be the [merely] external adorning with [elaborate]
interweaving and knotting of the hair, the wearing of jewelry, or changes of clothes; But let it be
the inward adorning and beauty of the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible and
unfading charm of a gentle and peaceful spirit, which [is not anxious or wrought up, but] is very
precious in the sight of God.

For it was thus that the pious women of old who hoped in God were [accustomed] to beautify
themselves and were submissive to their husbands [adapting themselves to them as
themselves secondary and dependent upon them]. It was thus that Sarah obeyed Abraham
[following his guidance and acknowledging his headship over her by] calling him lord (master,
leader, authority). And you are now her true daughters if you do right and let nothing terrify you
[not giving way to hysterical fears or letting anxieties unnerve you]. In the same way you
married men should live considerately with [your wives], with an intelligent recognition [of the
marriage relation], honoring the woman as [physically] the weaker, but [realizing that you] are
joint heirs of the grace (God's unmerited favor) of life, in order that your prayers may not be
hindered and cut off. [Otherwise you cannot pray effectively.] Finally, all [of you] should be
of one and the same mind (united in spirit), sympathizing [with one another], loving [each other]
as brethren [of one household], compassionate and courteous (tenderhearted and humble).
Never return evil for evil or insult for insult (scolding, tongue-lashing, berating), but on the
contrary blessing [praying for their welfare, happiness, and protection, and truly pitying and
loving them]. For know that to this you have been called, that you may yourselves inherit a
blessing [from God-that you may obtain a blessing as heirs, bringing welfare and happiness
and protection].”

NOTICE Peter also said, be subject to your OWN HUSBAND. Women are NOT LESSER
PEOPLE. Women can lead in the workforce. Women can lead in the church, but at home, the



husband is the head of the house. Also, our conversation ABOUT our husband is important.
You should NEVER put down your husband to others. Always be building up. We should also
never put down God. Always be hopeful. ALWAYS BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR GOOD!
e You are Not Responsible for Punishing Your Husband Because You Don’t Like Something He
Did or Didn’t Do. We also shouldn’t blame or punish God.

o 1 Corinthians 7:1-17 AMP - “NOW AS to the matters of which you wrote me. It is well [and by
that | mean advantageous, expedient, profitable, and wholesome] for a man not to touch a
woman [to cohabit with her] but to remain unmarried. But because of the temptation to impurity
and to avoid immorality, let each [man] have his own wife and let each [woman] have her own
husband. The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights (goodwill, kindness, and what
is due her as his wife), and likewise the wife to her husband. For the wife does not have
[exclusive] authority and control over her own body, but the husband [has his rights]; likewise
also the husband does not have [exclusive] authority and control over his body, but the wife [has
her rights]. Do not refuse and deprive and defraud each other [of your due marital rights], except
perhaps by mutual consent for a time, so that you may devote yourselves unhindered to prayer.
But afterwards resume marital relations, lest Satan tempt you [to sin] through your lack of
restraint of sexual desire. [Exod. 19:15.] But | am saying this more as a matter of permission
and concession, not as a command or regulation. | wish that all men were like | myself am [in
this matter of self-control]. But each has his own special gift from God, one of this kind and one
of another. But to the unmarried people and to the widows, | declare that it is well (good,
advantageous, expedient, and wholesome) for them to remain [single] even as | do. But if they
have not self-control (restraint of their passions), they should marry. For it is better to marry than
to be aflame [with passion and tortured continually with ungratified desire]. But to the married
people | give charge—not | but the Lord—that the wife is not to separate from her husband. But if
she does [separate from and divorce him], let her remain single or else be reconciled to her
husband. And [l charge] the husband [also] that he should not put away or divorce his wife. To
the rest | declare—I, not the Lord [for Jesus did not discuss this]-that if any brother has a wife
who does not believe [in Christ] and she consents to live with him, he should not leave or
divorce her. And if any woman has an unbelieving husband and he consents to live with her,
she should not leave or divorce him. For the unbelieving husband is set apart (separated,
withdrawn from heathen contamination, and affiliated with the Christian people) by union with
his consecrated (set-apart) wife, and the unbelieving wife is set apart and separated through
union with her consecrated husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean (unblessed
heathen, outside the Christian covenant), but as it is they are prepared for God [pure and clean].
But if the unbelieving partner [actually] leaves, let him do so; in such [cases the remaining]
brother or sister is not morally bound. But God has called us to peace. For, wife, how can you
be sure of converting and saving your husband? Husband, how can you be sure of converting
and saving your wife? Only, let each one [seek to conduct himself and regulate his affairs so as
to] lead the life which the Lord has allotted and imparted to him and to which God has invited
and summoned him. This is my order in all the churches.”

What should our attitudes as the bride be?
Proverbs 19:14 AMP
“House and riches are the inheritance from fathers, but a wise, understanding, and prudent wife is from the

Lord. [Prov. 18:22.]"

Proverbs 18:22 AMP



“He who finds a [true] wife finds a good thing and obtains favor from the Lord. [Prov. 19:14; 31:10.]"



Here Comes The Bride Part 4: Head of the House

Pastor Kelly Word
Matthew 19:4-6 KJV
And he answered and said unto them, “Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and
female,” and said, “for this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be
one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain (two), but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put
asunder.”

Cleave Hebrew 1692: (daw-bak) - to impinge (to make an impression; have an effect or impact), cling or adhere; to catch
by pursuit; abide fast, cleave (fast together), follow close (hard after), be joined together, keep fast, overtake, pursue hard,
stick, take.

Ephesians 5:21-33 AMP
“Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One). Wives, be subject (be submissive
and adapt yourselves) to your own husbands as [a service] to the Lord. For the husband is head of the wife as Christ is the
Head of the church, Himself the Savior of [His] body. As the church is subject to Christ, so let wives also be subject in
everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her, So that He
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the Word, That He might present the church to Himself
in glorious splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such things [that she might be holy and faultless]. Even so husbands
should love their wives as [being in a sense] their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself. For no man ever
hated his own flesh, but nourishes and carefully protects and cherishes it, as Christ does the church, Because we are
members (parts) of His body. For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall be joined to his wife, and
the two shall become one flesh. [Gen. 2:24.] This mystery is very great, but | speak concerning [the relation of] Christ and the
church. However, let each man of you [without exception] love his wife as [being in a sense] his very own self; and let the
wife see that she respects and reverences her husband [that she notices him, regards him, honors him, prefers him,
venerates, and esteems him; and that she defers to him, praises him, and loves and admires him exceedingly]. [l Pet. 3:2.]”
1 Corinthians 11:3 AMP
“But | want you to know and realize that Christ is the Head of every man, the head of a woman is her husband, and the Head
of Christ is God.”
1 Timothy 5:8 AMP
“But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an
infidel.”

e As the head of the house, it is the husband’s job to make sure that the household is provided for. In the same way,

God makes sure we are provided for.

1 Timothy 3:2-7 AMP
“A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to
teach; Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; One that ruleth well his
own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he
take care of the church of God?) Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.
Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.”
Deuteronomy 6:7-7 AMP
“And these words, which | command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest
down, and when thou risest up.”
1 Peter 3:7-10 AMP
“In the same way you married men should live considerately with [your wives], with an intelligent recognition [of the marriage
relation], honoring the woman as [physically] the weaker, but [realizing that you] are joint heirs of the grace (God's unmerited
favor) of life, in order that your prayers may not be hindered and cut off. [Otherwise you cannot pray effectively.] Finally, all
[of you] should be of one and the same mind (united in spirit), sympathizing [with one another], loving [each other] as
brethren [of one household], compassionate and courteous (tenderhearted and humble). Never return evil for evil or insult for
insult (scolding, tongue-lashing, berating), but on the contrary blessing [praying for their welfare, happiness, and protection,
and truly pitying and loving them]. For know that to this you have been called, that you may yourselves inherit a blessing
[from God—that you may obtain a blessing as heirs, bringing welfare and happiness and protection]. For let him who wants to



enjoy life and see good days [good—whether apparent or not] keep his tongue free from evil and his lips from guile (treachery,
deceit).”

Colossians 3:16-25 AMP

“Let the word [spoken by] Christ (the Messiah) have its home [in your hearts and minds] and dwell in you in [all its] richness,
as you teach and admonish and train one another in all insight and intelligence and wisdom [in spiritual things, and as you
sing] psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, making melody to God with [His] grace in your hearts. And whatever you do [no
matter what it is] in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus and in [dependence upon] His Person, giving
praise to God the Father through Him. Wives, be subject to your husbands [subordinate and adapt yourselves to them], as is
right and fitting and your proper duty in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives [be affectionate and sympathetic with them] and
do not be harsh or bitter or resentful toward them. Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is pleasing to the Lord.
Fathers, do not provoke or irritate or fret your children [do not be hard on them or harass them], lest they become
discouraged and sullen and morose and feel inferior and frustrated. [Do not break their spirit.] Servants, obey in everything
those who are your earthly masters, not only when their eyes are on you as pleasers of men, but in simplicity of purpose [with
all your heart] because of your reverence for the Lord and as a sincere expression of your devotion to Him. Whatever may be
your task, work at it heartily (from the soul), as [something done] for the Lord and not for men, Knowing [with all certainty] that
it is from the Lord [and not from men] that you will receive the inheritance which is your [real] reward. [The One Whom] you
are actually serving [is] the Lord Christ (the Messiah). For he who deals wrongfully will [reap the fruit of his folly and] be
punished for his wrongdoing. And [with God] there is no partiality [no matter what a person’s position may be, whether he is
the slave or the master.]

Proverbs 5:15-23 AMP
“Drink waters out of your own cistern [of a pure marriage relationship], and fresh running waters out of your own well. Should
your offspring be dispersed abroad as water brooks in the streets? [Confine yourself to your own wife] let your children be for
you alone, and not the children of strangers with you. Let your fountain [of human life] be blessed [with the rewards of
fidelity], and rejoice in the wife of your youth. Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant doe [tender, gentle, attractive]-let her
bosom satisfy you at all times, and always be transported with delight in her love. Why should you, my son, be infatuated with
a loose woman, embrace the bosom of an outsider, and go astray? For the ways of man are directly before the eyes of the
Lord, and He [Who would have us live soberly, chastely, and godly] carefully weighs all man's goings. [Il Chron. 16:9; Job
31:4; 34:21; Prov. 15:3; Jer. 16:17; Hos. 7:2; Heb. 4:13.] His own iniquities shall ensnare the wicked man, and he shall be
held with the cords of his sin. He will die for lack of discipline and instruction, and in the greatness of his folly he will go astray
and be lost.”
Hebrews 3:4 AMP
“Let marriage be held in honor (esteemed worthy, precious, of great price, and especially dear) in all things. And thus let the
marriage bed be undefiled (kept undishonored); for God will judge and punish the unchaste [all guilty of sexual vice] and
adulterous.”
Matthew 5:28 AMP
“But | say to you that everyone who so much as looks at a woman with evil desire for her has already committed adultery with
her in his heart.”
1 Corinthians 7:2-5 AMP
“But because of the temptation to impurity and to avoid immorality, let each [man] have his own wife and let each [woman]
have her own husband. The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights (goodwill, kindness, and what is due her as
his wife), and likewise the wife to her husband. For the wife does not have [exclusive] authority and control over her own
body, but the husband [has his rights]; likewise also the husband does not have [exclusive] authority and control over his
body, but the wife [has her rights]. Do not refuse and deprive and defraud each other [of your due marital rights], except
perhaps by mutual consent for a time, so that you may devote yourselves unhindered to prayer. But afterwards resume
marital relations, lest Satan tempt you [to sin] through your lack of restraint of sexual desire. [Exod. 19:15.]”
Proverbs 31:28-29 AMP
“Her children rise up and call her blessed (happy, fortunate, and to be envied); and her husband boasts of and praises her,
[saying], Many daughters have done virtuously, nobly, and well [with the strength of character that is steadfast in goodness],
but you excel them all.”

e Be a force of encouragement in your wife’s life. Praise her often for what she does well, and if you have children,

teach your children to do the same! In the same way, God encourages us.



Song of Solomon Chapter 4 AMP

“HOW FAIR you are, my love [he said], how very fair! Your eyes behind your veil [remind me] of those of a dove; your hair
[makes me think of the black, wavy fleece] of a flock of [the Arabian] goats which one sees trailing down Mount Gilead
[beyond the Jordan on the frontiers of the desert]. Your teeth are like a flock of shorn ewes which have come up from the
washing, of which all are in pairs, and none is missing among them. Your lips are like a thread of scarlet, and your mouth is
lovely. Your cheeks are like halves of a pomegranate behind your veil. Your neck is like the tower of David, built for an
arsenal, whereon hang a thousand bucklers, all of them shields of warriors. Your two breasts are like two fawns, like twins of
a gazelle that feed among the lilies. Until the day breaks and the shadows flee away, [in my thoughts] | will get to the
mountain of myrrh and the hill of frankincense [to him whom my soul adores]. [He exclaimed] O my love, how beautiful you
are! There is no flaw in you! [John 14:18; Eph. 5:27.] Come away with me from Lebanon, my [promised] bride, come with me
from Lebanon. Depart from the top of Amana, from the peak of Senir and Hermon, from the lions' dens, from the mountains
of the leopards. [ll Cor. 11:2, 3.] You have ravished my heart and given me courage, my sister, my [promised] bride; you
have ravished my heart and given me courage with one look from your eyes, with one jewel of your necklace. How beautiful
is your love, my sister, my [promised] bride! How much better is your love than wine! And the fragrance of your ointments
than all spices! [John 15:9; Rom. 8:35.] Your lips, O my [promised] bride, drop honey as the honeycomb; honey and milk are
under your tongue. And the odor of your garments is like the odor of Lebanon. A garden enclosed and barred is my sister, my
[promised] bride—a spring shut up, a fountain sealed. Your shoots are an orchard of pomegranates or a paradise with
precious fruits, henna with spikenard plants, [John 15:5; Eph. 5:9.] Spikenard and saffron, calamus and cinnamon, with all
trees of frankincense, myrrh, and aloes, with all the chief spices. You are a fountain [springing up] in a garden, a well of living
waters, and flowing streams from Lebanon. [John 4:10; 7:37, 38.] [You have called me a garden, she said] Oh, | pray that the
[cold] north wind and the [soft] south wind may blow upon my garden, that its spices may flow out [in abundance for you in
whom my soul delights]. Let my beloved come into his garden and eat its choicest fruits.”

e The husband sets the atmosphere for intimacy in the marriage. It is a natural instinct for a man to pursue and go
after a woman. Just because a marriage covenant has been enacted doesn’t mean the pursuit is over. That is the
beginning on the journey of intimacy. Notice at the end of the chapter, the woman received his advances for
intimacy. If you need to spice up your marriage, and if you are struggling with intimacy and closeness in your
marriage, read Song of Solomon. God sets the atmosphere with intimacy with us. He wants closeness in our
relationship. Coming to know Jesus as your Savior is the beginning of the covenant. God desires closeness with
us. ltis our job to say yes to God’s pursuit of closeness with us.

Malachi 2:8-17 AMP

“But you have turned aside out of the way; you have caused many to stumble by your instruction [in the law]; you have
corrupted the covenant of Levi [with Me], says the Lord of hosts. Therefore have | also made you despised and abased
before all the people, inasmuch as you have not kept My ways but have shown favoritism to persons in your administration of
the law [of God]. Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then do we deal faithlessly and
treacherously each against his brother, profaning the covenant of [God with] our fathers? Judah has been faithless and dealt
treacherously, and an abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah [that is, Jewish men] has
profaned the holy sanctuary of the Lord which He loves, and has married the daughter of a foreign god [having divorced his
Jewish wife]. [Ezra 9:2; Jer. 2:3.] The Lord will cast out of the tents of Jacob to the last man those who do this [evil thing], the
master and the servant [or the pupil] alike, even him who brings an offering to the Lord of hosts. And this you do with double
guilt; you cover the altar of the Lord with tears [shed by your unoffending wives, divorced by you that you might take heathen
wives], and with [your own] weeping and crying out because the Lord does not regard your offering any more or accept it with
favor at your hand. Yet you ask, Why does He reject it? Because the Lord was witness [to the covenant made at your
marriage] between you and the wife of your youth, against whom you have dealt treacherously and to whom you were
faithless. Yet she is your companion and the wife of your covenant [made by your marriage vows]. And did not God make
[you and your wife] one [flesh]? Did not One make you and preserve your spirit alive? And why [did God make you two] one?
Because He sought a godly offspring [from your union]. Therefore take heed to yourselves, and let no one deal treacherously
and be faithless to the wife of his youth. For the Lord, the God of Israel, says: | hate divorce and marital separation and him
who covers his garment [his wife] with violence. Therefore keep a watch upon your spirit [that it may be controlled by My
Spirit], that you deal not treacherously and faithlessly [with your marriage mate]. You have wearied the Lord with your words.
Yet you say, In what way have we wearied Him? [You do it when by your actions] you say, Everyone who does evil is good in
the sight of the Lord and He delights in them. Or [by asking], Where is the God of justice?”



James 1:17-22 AMP

“Every good gift and every perfect (free, large, full) gift is from above; it comes down from the Father of all [that gives] light, in
[the shining of] Whom there can be no variation [rising or setting] or shadow cast by His turning [as in an eclipse]. And it was
of His own [free] will that He gave us birth [as sons] by [His] Word of Truth, so that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His
creatures [a sample of what He created to be consecrated to Himself]. Understand [this], my beloved brethren. Let every man
be quick to hear [a ready listener], slow to speak, slow to take offense and to get angry. For man's anger does not promote
the righteousness God [wishes and requires]. So get rid of all uncleanness and the rampant outgrowth of wickedness, and in
a humble (gentle, modest) spirit receive and welcome the Word which implanted and rooted [in your hearts] contains the
power to save your souls. But be doers of the Word [obey the message], and not merely listeners to it, betraying yourselves
[into deception by reasoning contrary to the Truth].

Nourishing and Cherishing Your Wife
The Bible teaches that a husband should shepherd his wife spiritually, mentally, and emotionally.
By Bob Lepine

| was talking one evening to Charlie, a dentist friend of mine, who told me about a quest he was on. "l have decided," he
announced to me, "to reclaim Sunday morning."

He continued. "Here's what | do. | get up at 7:00. | try to allow my hardworking and devoted wife one morning of extra sleep.
She needs it. While everyone else sleeps, | dress and shave and have a good quiet time. | read a chapter from Proverbs and
a few psalms. Sometimes | whisper a psalm back to the Lord.

"| resist the temptation to get the newspaper out of the driveway or to turn on the TV. The next thing | do is to wake up the
children. | go sit on the side of their beds, and | rub their backs and cuddle with them and tell them | love them. | remind them
that breakfast will be on the table at 9:00 sharp, and they need to be dressed and have their beds made if they want anything
to eat.

"While they are busy, | go to work on breakfast. Scrambled eggs and toast, or pancakes, or whatever. Usually, the activity
around the house wakes my sleeping wife, who begins to get herself ready for church. Along with the kids, she arrives at the
table at 9:00 for breakfast. But | don't stop there. While everyone eats, | will find something to read—a passage from the
Bible, and maybe a story from The Book of Virtues. After breakfast, we all pitch in to clean the kitchen, and by quarter to 10,
we're ready for church.

"This has beaten the socks off our former pattern of running around scolding each other, saying 'We're going to be late if you
don't hurry," and 'You are always late. You need to think of others. Someday, | may just go off and leave you.' We used to
fuss at each other until we were at the point of tears. No more.

"You know what?" my friend asked. "This one simple act has had a big impact on our family. While I'm getting breakfast, my
wife gets a little extra sleep, and some time alone in the bathroom to do whatever magic she has to do on Sunday morning.
She has not had to get a house full of kids dressed and fed while her husband reads the sports. She has been made to feel
special. The very first act of the week, every week, honors her, and sets her on the high place that she deserves."

Charlie's quest to reclaim Sunday morning for his family is just one way in which he nourishes and cherishes his wife.

Nourishing your wife

When Paul challenges men to "nourish" their wives, he uses a unique word. In fact, the word for nourish, ektrepho, is only
found one other place in the Bible. A few verses later, Paul tells men not to exasperate their children but to "bring them up"
(ektrepho) in the discipline and instruction of the Lord (see Ephesians 6:4).

So, is a husband to "bring up" his wife? Does that mean he should treat her as one of the children? The answer, in a special
sense, is yes. But he is not to think of his wife as a child. Nor is he to relate to her as a child. She is his partner. She does not
need to be brought to maturity the way a child does. But the Bible is teaching here that a husband is responsible for his wife's
ongoing spiritual, mental, and emotional growth. She is in his care, and he is to shepherd her.



Now, we think of nourishment in physical terms. We provide nourishment for someone when we give him healthy food to eat.
The word ektrepho carries that same meaning. But Paul expands on the idea. A man should not only nourish his wife by
being a provider who makes sure there is healthy food for her to eat, but he should also nourish her soul. For his children, he
nourishes them in the discipline and admonition of the Lord. He knows that man does not live by bread alone.

The old Puritan preachers knew this well. They would remind men that failure to provide for the physical needs of their
families made them worse than the pagans (see 1 Timothy 5:8). But what good does it do, they would ask, if we care for their
bodies but neglect their souls? Should we work diligently to satisfy their material and physical needs in this life, and to take
no regard for their souls, which will live forever?

Paul reminds husbands that we are quick to satisfy our own need for nourishment. We rarely neglect our own bodies. Our
care for our wife's needs should be just as acute. We are to labor to provide nourishment for her body, and we are to strive to
provide nourishment for her soul.

Charlie's Sunday morning breakfast quite literally provides his family with nourishment, while it sets the tone for their
corporate worship of God later that same morning. While he is meeting his wife's physical need for nourishment, he is also
nourishing her emotionally and spiritually by sacrificing for her. Each week, as he takes this one day and frees her from her
normal routine, he is honoring her.

Cherishing your wife

But a wife is not only to be nourished; she is also to be cherished. Once again Paul uses a unique word, thalpo. It shows up
only one other time in the New Testament, in Paul's first letter to the Thessalonians. There, he reminds his readers that he
and his fellow missionaries had "proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares (thalpo) for her own
children" (1 Thessalonians 2:7).

A husband, then, is to tenderly care for his wife in the same way that a mother gently and tenderly cares for a new baby. As a
father of five, I've had a lot of opportunity to observe the special bond that grows between a mother and her child. After each
child was born, | would watch as Mary Ann spent hours caring for our new son or daughter. She could sit for what seemed
like forever to me, stroking his hair with her hand, talking to him, reacting to every coo or every facial gesture the baby would
make. Even in the middle of the night, when the child had awakened her from a few precious hours of rest, she would gently
care for, nurse, and talk to her baby. Her regular routines were interrupted, but it didn't matter. Nothing would get in the way
of caring for the new little life in our home.

That's what it looks like to cherish someone. The word literally means "to soften or warm with body heat." It means we make
another person our priority relationship. We cherish our wives by providing them with a warm, safe, secure environment,
where they will never doubt our love, our care, and our commitment.

Think of it this way. If | were to ask you to name your most cherished possession—the one you'd run into the house to save
in a fire—you would begin to mentally sort through the things you own. You would quickly eliminate the things that are easily
replaceable. If you can buy the same item at Walmart for under $10, it's not likely to appear on your cherished possession
list.

You would slowly begin to narrow the list down to a few items. All of them would either be very expensive or even
irreplaceable. There would also very likely be some kind of emotional attachment to the items on your list—something that
tied them to a special time or a special person in your life. If you were finally able to narrow the list down to a single item, it
would very likely be something you alone would find valuable. Your cherished possessions would be a unique part of your
life.

That list of valued possessions gives us a taste of what it means to cherish our wife. She is highly valued. She is our priority.
She is cared for. We ought to regularly reflect back to her how cherished she is.

It's in the small stuff



Many husbands express their love for their wives with a big event. A cruise. A trip to Europe. Expensive jewelry or gifts. We
know how to go all out with the spectacular displays of love. The real question for us? Can we sacrifice to do the little things
that show our wives that we cherish them day after day?

The big events all play a part in expressing our affection for our wives. But unless we are doing the little things that say "I
cherish you" every day, the big events ring hollow. A wife will come to resent the diamond bracelets or the dresses, if that's
all there is. She will see them as an attempt to buy her affection. Cherishing a wife, and letting her know she is cherished,
requires constant expressions of love and devotion.

Recently we interviewed Pastor Tommy Nelson from Denton Church in Denton, Texas, for our radio program FamilyLife
Today®. Tommy has gained notoriety in the Dallas area for a series of messages he gave to a singles Bible study, taken
from the Song of Solomon. During the interview, Tommy described romance as a marriage discipline. A husband may have
some natural abilities or instincts in that direction, he said. During courtship, these natural instincts flow freely. But in
marriage we have to refine our instincts and abilities through regular romance workouts. We can't rely on our spontaneous
romantic urges to communicate our devotion for our wives.

He's right. | need to let my wife know that | cherish her, and | need to find ways to do it regularly and creatively. They don't
need to be expensive or extravagant. They simply need to be genuine and regular.

A great example

One night several years ago, after Mary Ann had gone to bed, | took a notepad and a pen and sat down at the kitchen table
to write her a series of short, one-line love notes. Each one said something very simple: "I'm glad you're my wife," or "l love
you very much," or "l still find you wildly attractive." Once the notes were written, | went to work. | placed them strategically all
over the house. One was in a spot where she would see it the next day. Another was tucked away in her Bible. A third was
put in a recipe file in the kitchen. And so on.

For the next few weeks and months, the notes continued to pop up in unexpected places—glove compartments, mailboxes,
hidden in the fine china. That one night of note writing sent its message for weeks to come. In fact, the one in the recipe file is
still where | put it, more than a decade ago—not because Mary Ann hasn't found it, but because she has left it right where |
put it!

A husband nourishes his wife by caring for her physical, spiritual, and emotional needs. He shows her that he cherishes her
when he makes her a priority and regularly expresses his affection, his devotion, and his commitment to her.

Caring for our own flesh

The Bible reminds us as husbands that we ought to care for our wives as we care for our own flesh. The reason? She is! We
have entered into a "one-flesh" relationship with her. Charles Hodge put it this way: "It is just as unnatural for a man to hate
his wife, as it would be for him to hate himself or his own body. A man may have a body that does not altogether suit him. He
may wish it were handsomer, healthier, stronger, or more active. Still it is his body, it is himself; and he nourisheth it and
cherisheth it as tenderly as though it were the best and loveliest man ever had. So a man may have a wife whom he could
wish to be better, or more beautiful, or more agreeable; still she is his wife, and by the constitution of nature and ordinance of
God, a part of himself. In neglecting or ill-using her he violates the laws of nature as well as the law of God... If a husband
and wife are one flesh, the husband must love his wife, 'for no man ever yet hated his own flesh, but nourisheth and
cherisheth it."

A commitment to love our wives involves not only proactive, self-sacrificing love, but also the responsibility of being an agent
of sanctification in our wives' lives. The goal of our love is to see our wives become more like Christ. | must be ready to die to
self as | cleanse her, nourish her, and cherish her. This is no job for some mushy, romantic, hormone-crazed, self-absorbed
man. Only real men need apply. Are you up to the challenge?

Excerpted from Bob Lepine's book The Christian Husband, Bethany House Publishers. Copyright © 1999 by Bob Lepine. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.



Here Comes The Bride Part 5: No Good Outside of God
Pastor Kelly Word

1 Thessalonians 5:21 AMP
“But test and prove all things [until you can recognize] what is good; [to that] hold fast.”

Genesis 2:7-9; 15-24

“Then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath or spirit
of life, and man became a living being. [| Cor. 15:45-49.] And the Lord God planted a garden toward the east,
in Eden [delight]; and there He put the man whom He had formed (framed, constituted). And out of the ground
the Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight or to be desired—good (suitable, pleasant)
for food; the tree of life also in the center of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of [the difference
between] good and evil and blessing and calamity. [Rev. 2:7; 22:14, 19.]

15 And the Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to tend and guard and keep it. And the
Lord God commanded the man, saying, You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; But of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil and blessing and calamity you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you
shall surely die. Now the Lord God said, It is not good (sufficient, satisfactory) that the man should be alone; |
will make him a helper meet (suitable, adapted, complementary) for him. And out of the ground the Lord God
formed every [wild] beast and living creature of the field and every bird of the air and brought them to Adam to
see what he would call them; and whatever Adam called every living creature, that was its name. And Adam
gave names to all the livestock and to the birds of the air and to every [wild] beast of the field; but for Adam
there was not found a helper meet (suitable, adapted, complementary) for him. And the Lord God caused a
deep sleep to fall upon Adam; and while he slept, He took one of his ribs or a part of his side and closed up the
[place with] flesh. And the rib or part of his side which the Lord God had taken from the man He built up and
made into a woman, and He brought her to the man. Then Adam said, This [creature] is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of a man. Therefore a man shall
leave his father and his mother and shall become united and cleave to his wife, and they shall become one
flesh. [Matt. 19:5; | Cor. 6:16; Eph. 5:31-33.]”

Genesis 3:1-10 AMP
“NOW THE serpent was more subtle and crafty than any living creature of the field which the Lord God had
made. And he [Satan] said to the woman, Can it really be that God has said, You shall not eat from every tree
of the garden? [Rev. 12:9-11.] And the woman said to the serpent, We may eat the fruit from the trees of the
garden, Except the fruit from the tree which is in the middle of the garden. God has said, You shall not eat of it,
neither shall you touch it, lest you die. But the serpent said to the woman, You shall not surely die, [ll Cor.
11:3.] For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
the difference between good and evil and blessing and calamity. And when the woman saw that the tree
was good (suitable, pleasant) for food and that it was delightful to look at, and a tree to be desired in
order to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she gave some also to her husband, and he ate.
Then the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves
together and made themselves apronlike girdles. And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God
among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, Where are you? He said, |
heard the sound of You [walking] in the garden, and | was afraid because | was naked; and | hid myself.”

e It wasn’t the evil side of the tree to which Eve was attracted.

e Proverbs 14;12 AMP - “There is a way which seems right to a man and appears straight before him,

but at the end of it is the way of death.”



e Jeremiah 21:8 AMP - “And to this people you [Jeremiah] shall say, Thus says the Lord: Behold, | set
before you the way of life and the way of death.”
o The way here means wisdom by which we live.

2 Corinthians 11:2-4 AMP

“For | am zealous for you with a godly eagerness and a divine jealousy, for | have betrothed you to one
Husband, to present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. [Hos. 2:19, 20.] But [now] | am fearful, lest that even as
the serpent beguiled Eve by his cunning, so your minds may be corrupted and seduced from wholehearted and
sincere and pure devotion to Christ. [Gen. 3:4.] For [you seem readily to endure it] if a man comes and
preaches another Jesus than the One we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the [Spirit] you
[once] received or a different gospel from the one you [then] received and welcomed; you tolerate [all that] well
enough!”

Revelation 3:1-6 AMP

“AND TO the angel (messenger) of the assembly (church) in Sardis write: These are the words of Him Who
has the seven Spirits of God [the sevenfold Holy Spirit] and the seven stars: | know your record and what you
are doing; you are supposed to be alive, but [in reality] you are dead. Rouse yourselves and keep awake, and
strengthen and invigorate what remains and is on the point of dying; for | have not found a thing that you have
done [any work of yours] meeting the requirements of My God or perfect in His sight. So call to mind the
lessons you received and heard; continually lay them to heart and obey them, and repent. In case you will not
rouse yourselves and keep awake and watch, | will come upon you like a thief, and you will not know or
suspect at what hour | will come. Yet you still have a few [persons'] names in Sardis who have not soiled their
clothes, and they shall walk with Me in white, because they are worthy and deserving. Thus shall he who
conquers (is victorious) be clad in white garments, and | will not erase or blot out his name from the Book of
Life; | will acknowledge him [as Mine] and | will confess his name openly before My Father and before His
angels. [Ps. 69:28; Dan. 12:1.] He who is able to hear, let him listen to and heed what the [Holy] Spirit says to
the assemblies (churches).”

Revelation 3:1-3 The Message

“Write this to Sardis, to the Angel of the church. The One holding the Seven Spirits of God in one hand, a firm
grip on the Seven Stars with the other, speaks: “I see right through your work. You have a reputation for vigor
and zest, but you're dead, stone-dead. “Up on your feet! Take a deep breath! Maybe there’s life in you yet. But
| wouldn’t know it by looking at your busywork; nothing of God’s work has been completed. Your condition is
desperate. Think of the gift you once had in your hands, the Message you heard with your ears—grasp it again
and turn back to God. “If you pull the covers back over your head and sleep on, oblivious to God, I'll return
when you least expect it, break into your life like a thief in the night.”

Matthew 19:17 AMP

“And He said to him, Why do you ask Me about the perfectly and essentially good? There is only One Who is
good [perfectly and essentially]-God. If you would enter into the Life, you must continually keep the
commandments.”

Hebrews 5:11-12; 14 AMP

“Concerning this we have much to say which is hard to explain, since you have become dull in your [spiritual]
hearing and sluggish [even slothful in achieving spiritual insight]. For even though by this time you ought to be
teaching others, you actually need someone to teach you over again the very first principles of God's Word.
You have come to need milk, not solid food.”



“But solid food is for full-grown men, for those whose senses and mental faculties are trained by practice to
discriminate and distinguish between what is morally good and noble and what is evil and contrary either to
divine or human law.”

e We are going to have to learn to discern what is good.

e Romans 12:2 AMP - “Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its
external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its
new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and
acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His
sight for you).”

How Did Satan Get Eve To Turn On God In A Perfect Environment?

Genesis 3:1 AMP

“NOW THE serpent was more subtle and crafty than any living creature of the field which the Lord God had
made. And he [Satan] said to the woman, Can it really be that God has said, You shall not eat from every tree
of the garden? [Rev. 12:9-11.]"

e His First Objective was to sway Eve from Godly wisdom. He got Eve sidetracked off of everything that
she could do and every fruit she could have on to the one thing withheld.

e God had told Adam you may eat from any tree except.... There are thousands of varieties of fruit in the
world.

e Satan seeks to cover up all of God’s generosity so we only see what is “withheld.”

Genesis 3:2-3 AMP

“And the woman said to the serpent, We may eat the fruit from the trees of the garden, Except the fruit from the
tree which is in the middle of the garden. God has said, You shall not eat of it, neither shall you touch it, lest
you die.”

e Eve misspoke. God never said anything about touching the tree. Eve had communicated knowledge
instead of revealed knowledge.

e Matthew 16:13-17 AMP - “Now when Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His
disciples, Who do people say that the Son of Man is? And they answered, Some say John the Baptist;
others say Elijah; and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets. He said to them, But who do you
[yourselves] say that | am? Simon Peter replied, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. Then
Jesus answered him, Blessed (happy, fortunate, and to be envied) are you, Simon Bar-Jonah. For flesh
and blood [men] have not revealed this to you, but My Father Who is in heaven.”

o Peter was sharing what was directly imparted to him. He wasn’t speaking out of what he had
heard. In the next verse, it says that this type of revelation knowledge is what it would take for
the gates of hell not to prevale against the church.

o Acts 17:11 AMP - “Now these [Jews] were better disposed and more noble than those in
Thessalonica, for they were entirely ready and accepted and welcomed the message
[concerning the attainment through Christ of eternal salvation in the kingdom of God] with
inclination of mind and eagerness, searching and examining the Scriptures daily to see if these
things were so.”

Genesis 3:4-5 AMP

“But the serpent said to the woman, You shall not surely die, [Il Cor. 11:3.] For God knows that in the day you
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing the difference between good and evil and
blessing and calamity.”

e The next phase was to directly contradict what God had said with what seems like sound reasoning,
along with the promis of a benefit.

e “For God Knows...” Satan was telling her, “God knows something that He’s withholding. He knows this
will make your life better and take you to the next level.



e So Eve starts thinking, “God knows we would be better if we ate of this tree. My husband and | can
have a better life. We would be wiser and happier, but God is withholding it from us.
e Satan’s tactics are to pervert the character of God in our eyes. He tries to make us think that good is
being withheld from us, and we are missing out by obeying the Word of God.
James 1:16-17 AMP
“Do not be misled, my beloved brethren. Every good gift and every perfect (free, large, full) gift is from above; it
comes down from the Father of all [that gives] light, in [the shining of] Whom there can be no variation [rising or
setting] or shadow cast by His turning [as in an eclipse].”
e There is NO GOOD OUTSIDE OF GOD!
Hosea 4:6 AMP
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you [the priestly nation] have rejected knowledge, |
will also reject you that you shall be no priest to Me; seeing you have forgotten the law of your God, | will also
forget your children.”
e We must have revealed knowledge of God. Not just what we have heard about, we must experience it
for ourselves. We must know the Word. Psalm 119:105 - Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to
my path.



	1 HereComesTheBrideThesubmissivelife
	2 HereComestheBridePart2Holiness
	3 HereComesTheBridePart3TheArtofSubmission
	4 HereComesTheBridePart4HeadoftheHouse
	5 HerecomestheBridePart5GoodoutsideofGod

