
Awaken to What to do When It Doesn’t Go As Planned  * Pastor Kelly Word 
 

Ephesians 5:14-16 

Therefore He says, Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall shine (make day dawn) upon you and give you light. 
[Isa. 26:19; 60:1, 2.] 
15 Look carefully then how you walk! Live purposefully and worthily and accurately, not as the unwise and witless, but as wise 
(sensible, intelligent people), 
16 Making the very most of the time [buying up each opportunity], because the days are evil. 
 
Habakkuk 3:17-19 AMP 
 Though the fig tree does not blossom and there is no fruit on the vines, [though] the product of the olive fails and the fields yield no 
food, though the flock is cut off from the fold and there are no cattle in the stalls, 
18 Yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will exult in the [victorious] God of my salvation! [Rom. 8:37.] 
19 The Lord God is my Strength, my personal bravery, and my invincible army; He makes my feet like hinds' feet and will make me to 
walk [not to stand still in terror, but to walk] and make [spiritual] progress upon my high places [of trouble, suffering, or 
responsibility]! For the Chief Musician; with my stringed instruments. 
 
// Rejoice in the Lord // 
 
James 5:13-15 AMP 
13Is anyone among you afflicted (ill-treated, suffering evil)? He should pray. Is anyone glad at heart? He should sing praise [to God]. 
14 Is anyone among you sick? He should call in the church elders (the spiritual guides). And they should pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the Lord's name. 
15 And the prayer [that is] of faith will save him who is sick, and the Lord will restore him; and if he has committed sins, he will be 
forgiven. 
 
Romans 5:3-6 AMP 
 Moreover [let us also be full of joy now!] let us exultandtriumph in our troubles andrejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 
pressure andaffliction andhardship produce patient andunswerving endurance. 
4 And endurance (fortitude) develops maturity of character (approved faith and tried integrity). And character [of this sort] produces 
[the habit of] joyful and confident hope of eternal salvation. 
5Such hope never disappoints ordeludes orshames us, for God's love has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit Who 
has been given to us. 
 

- It’s going to require an intentional shift!  We must draw different lines to different conclusions. 
 
Philippians 4:4-8 AMP 
Rejoice in the Lord always [delight, gladden yourselves in Him]; again I say, Rejoice! [Ps. 37:4.] 
5 Let all men knowandperceive andrecognize your unselfishness (your considerateness, your forbearing spirit). The Lord is near [He 
is coming soon]. 
6 Do not fret orhave any anxiety about anything, but in every circumstance andin everything, by prayer and petition (definite 
requests), with thanksgiving, continue to make your wants known to God. 
7 And God's peace [shall be yours, that tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation through Christ, and so fearing nothing from 
God and being content with its earthly lot of whatever sort that is, that peace] which transcends all understanding shall 
garrison andmount guard over your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
8 For the rest, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is worthy of reverence andis honorable andseemly, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovelyandlovable, whatever is kind andwinsome andgracious, if there is any virtue andexcellence, if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think on andweigh andtake account of these things [fix your minds on them]. 
 
Isaiah 65:18-19 AMP 
But be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a rejoicing and her people a joy. 
19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in My people; and the sound of weeping will no more be heard in it, nor the cry of 
distress. 
 
// God is Your Strength // 
 
Philippians 4:13 AMP 



 I have strength for all things in Christ Who empowers me [I am ready for anything and equal to anything through Him Who infuses 
inner strength into me; I am self-sufficient in Christ's sufficiency]. 
 
Deuteronomy 31:6-8 AMP 
 Be strong, courageous, andfirm; fear not nor be in terror before them, for it is the Lord your God Who goes with you; He will not fail 
you or forsake you. 
7 And Moses called to Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong, courageous, andfirm, for you shall go with this 
people into the land which the Lord has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall cause them to possess it. 
8 It is the Lord Who goes before you; He will [march] with you; He will not fail you orlet you go or forsake you; [let there be no 
cowardice or flinching, but] fear not, neither become broken [in spirit–depressed, dismayed, and unnerved with alarm]. 
 
Deuteronomy 20:4 AMP 
4 For the Lord your God is He Who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies to save you. [I Sam. 17:45.] 
 
Isaiah 41:10 AMP 
10 Fear not [there is nothing to fear], for I am with you; do not look around you in terror andbe dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen andharden you to difficulties, yes, I will help you; yes, I will hold you upandretain you with My [victorious] right hand of 
rightnessandjustice. [Acts 18:10.] 
 
John 11 AMP 
1 NOW A certain man named Lazarus was ill. He was of Bethany, the village where Mary and her sister Martha lived. 
2 This Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped His feet with her hair. It was her brother Lazarus who was [now] sick. 
3 So the sisters sent to Him, saying, Lord, he whom You love [so well] is sick. 
4 When Jesus received the message, He said, This sickness is not to end in death; but [on the contrary] it is to honor God andto promote His glory, that 
the Son of God may be glorified through (by) it. 
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. [They were His dear friends, and He held them in loving esteem.] 
6 Therefore [even] when He heard that Lazarus was sick, He still stayed two days longer in the same place where He was. 
7 Then after that interval He said to His disciples, Let us go back again to Judea. 
8 The disciples said to Him, Rabbi, the Jews only recently were intending andtrying to stone You, and are You [thinking of] going back there again? 
9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? Anyone who walks about in the daytime does not stumble, because he sees [by] the light of 
this world. 
10 But if anyone walks about in the night, he does stumble, because there is no light in him [the light is lacking to him]. 
11 He said these things, and then added, Our friend Lazarus is at rest andsleeping; but I am going there that I may awaken him out of his sleep. 
12 The disciples answered, Lord, if he is sleeping, he will recover. 
13 However, Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that He referred to falling into a refreshing andnatural sleep. 
14 So then Jesus told them plainly, Lazarus is dead, 
15 And for your sake I am glad that I was not there; it will help you to believe (to trust and rely on Me). However, let us go to him. 
16 Then Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, Let us go too, that we may die [be killed] along with Him. 
17 So when Jesus arrived, He found that he [Lazarus] had already been in the tomb four days. 
20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet Him, while Mary remained sitting in the house. 
21 Martha then said to Jesus, Master, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. 
22 And even now I know that whatever You ask from God, He will grant it to You. 
23Jesus said to her, Your brother shall rise again. 
24 Martha replied, I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day. 
25 Jesus said to her, I am [Myself] the Resurrection and the Life. Whoever believes in (adheres to, trusts in, and relies on) Me, although he may die, yet 
he shall live; 
26 And whoever continues to live and believes in (has faith in, cleaves to, and relies on) Me shall never [actually] die at all. Do you believe this? 
27 She said to Him, Yes, Lord, I have believed [I do believe] that You are the Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One), the Son of God, [even He] Who 
was to come into the world. [It is for Your coming that the world has waited.] 
39Jesus said, Take away the stone. Martha, the sister of the dead man, exclaimed, But Lord, by this time he [is decaying and] throws off an offensive 
odor, for he has been dead four days! 
40 Jesus said to her, Did I not tell you andpromise you that if you would believe andrely on Me, you would see the glory of God? 
41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. 
42 Yes, I know You always hear andlisten to Me, but I have said this on account of andfor the benefit of the people standing around, so that they may 
believe that You did send Me [that You have made Me Your Messenger]. 
43 When He had said this, He shouted with a loud voice, Lazarus, come out! 
44 And out walked the man who had been dead, his hands and feet wrapped in burial cloths (linen strips), and with a [burial] napkin bound around his 
face. Jesus said to them, Free him of the burial wrappings and let him go. 

 
How do we get on the road to resurrection? 

- Do the next right thing that’s right in front of us.  Take baby steps in the right decisions and the right directions. 
- NO MATTER WHAT WRONG THING HAS HAPPENED, THERE IS A RIGHT THING TO DO! 
- From your cracked-open heart place, a God-breathed strength will arise! 

 
Psalm 37:23-24 AMP 
The steps of a [good] man are directed and established by the Lord when He delights in his way [and He busies Himself 
with his every step]. 
24Though he falls, he shall not be utterly cast down, for the Lord grasps his hand in support and upholds him. 


