Let’s Get Back to the Fundamentals: STUDYING THE WORD
Pastor Kelly Word

2 Timothy 3:16-17
16All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
17That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

2 Timothy 2:15
Study and be eager and do your utmost to present yourself to God approved (tested by trial), a workman who has no cause to be ashamed, correctly
analyzing and accurately dividing [rightly handling and skillfully teaching] the Word of Truth.

Psalm 119:11

Your word have | laid up in my heart, that | might not sin against You.

Proverbs 3:1-2

MY SON, forget not my law or teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments;

2 For length of days and years of a life [worth living] and tranquility [inward and outward and continuing through old age till death], these shall they add to
you.

Acts 17:11

Now these [Jews] were better disposed and more noble than those in Thessalonica, for they were entirely ready and accepted and welcomed the
message [concerning the attainment through Christ of eternal salvation in the kingdom of God] with inclination of mind and eagerness, searching and
examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.

Hebrews 4:12

For the Word that God speaks is alive and full of power [making it active, operative, energizing, and effective]; it is sharper than any two-edged sword,
penetrating to the dividing line of the breath of life (soul) and [the immortal] spirit, and of joints and marrow [of the deepest parts of our nature], exposing
and sifting and analyzing and judging the very thoughts and purposes of the heart.

James 1:22
But be doers of the Word [obey the message], and not merely listeners to it, betraying yourselves [into deception by reasoning contrary to the Truth].

Hosea 4:6

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you [the priestly nation] have rejected knowledge, | will also reject you that you shall be no
priest to Me; seeing you have forgotten the law of your God, | will also forget your children.

Step #1: Observation

Observation is the first and most important step in the process. As you read the Bible text, you need to look carefully at what is said,
and how it is said. Look for:

e Terms, not words. Words can have many meanings, but terms are words used in a specific way in a specific context. (For instance,
the word trunk could apply to a tree, a car, or a storage box. However, when you read, “That tree has a very large trunk,” you know
exactly what the word means, which makes it a term.)

e Structure. If you look at your Bible, you will see that the text has units called paragraphs (indented or marked T)). A paragraph is a
complete unit of thought. You can discover the content of the author's message by noting and understanding each paragraph unit.

e Emphasis. The amount of space or the number of chapters or verses devoted to a specific topic will reveal the importance of that
topic (for example, note the emphasis of Romans 9 and Psalms 119).

e Repetition. This is another way an author demonstrates that something is important. One reading of 1 Corinthians 13, where the
author uses the word “love” nine times in only 13 verses, communicates to us that love is the focal point of these 13 verses.

e Relationships between ideas. Pay close attention, for example, to certain relationships that appear in the text:

—Cause-and-effect: “Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, | will make you ruler over many things”
(Matthew 25:21).

—Ifs and thens: “If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their
wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven and forgive their sin and heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14).

—Questions and answers: “Who is the King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty” (Psalms 24:8).
e Comparisons and contrasts. For example, “You have heard that it was said...but Isay to you...” (Matthew 5:21).

e Literary form. The Bible is literature, and the three main types of literature in the Bible are discourse (the epistles), prose (Old
Testament history), and poetry (the Psalms). Considering the type of literature makes a great deal of difference when you read and
interpret the Scriptures.

e Atmosphere. The author had a particular reason or burden for writing each passage, chapter, and book. Be sure you notice the mood
or tone or urgency of the writing.

After you have considered these things, you then are ready to ask the “Wh” questions
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Who? What? Where? When?

Who are the people in this passage? What is happening in this passage? Where is this story taking place? When in time (of day, of the
year, in history) is it?

Asking these four “Wh” questions can help you notice terms and identify atmosphere. The answers will also enable you to use your
imagination to recreate the scene you’re reading about.

As you answer the “Wh” questions and imagine the event, you’ll probably come up with some questions of your own.

Asking those additional questions for understanding will help to build a bridge between observation (the first step) and interpretation
(the second step) of the Bible study process.

Step #2: Interpretation

Interpretation is discovering the meaning of a passage, the author’s main thought or idea. Answering the questions that arise during
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observation will help you in the process of interpretation. Five clues (called “the five C’s”) can help you determine the author’'s main
point(s):

e Context. You can answer 75 percent of your questions about a passage when you read the text. Reading the text involves looking at
the near context (the verse immediately before and after) as well as the far context (the paragraph or the chapter that precedes and/or
follows the passage you're studying).

e Cross-references. Let Scripture interpret Scripture. That is, let other passages in the Bible shed light on the passage you are looking
at. At the same time, be careful not to assume that the same word or phrase in two different passages means the same thing.

e Culture. The Bible was written long ago, so when we interpret it, we need to understand it from the writers’ cultural context.

e Conclusion. Having answered your questions for understanding by means of context, cross-reference, and culture, you can make a
preliminary statement of the passage’s meaning. Remember that if your passage consists of more than one paragraph, the author may
be presenting more than one thought or idea.

e Consultation. Talk with others about the scripture and what it means. Get their perspective and always remember that Scripture
interprets Scripture.

Step #4: Meditation

Meditation is not some voodoo practice. Remember Satan takes everything that God means for good and makes it evil. Meditation is a
very key part to studying the word! We must think about what we are thinking about. God is calling us to come up higher in our
thinking, and if we meditate on the word of God, we will control out thought life and bring our lives under submission to the word of God.

How do | meditate on the Word?

Pick a scripture in your studies that speaks to you. Commit to memorize the verse. Think about it all through the day. Think about how
what God meant; think about how you can apply it in your life; think about how it will change your life once it is applied; think about
action steps you need to make to walk this scripture out in reality. Set goals for yourself to make it happen.

Psalm 1:2
But his delight and desire are in the law of the Lord, and on His law (the precepts, the instructions, the teachings of God) he
habitually meditates (ponders and studies) by day and by night. [Rom. 13:8-10; Gal. 3:1-29; Il Tim. 3:16.]

Joshua 1:8

This Book of the Law shall not depart out of your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, that you may observe and do
according to all that is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall deal wisely and have good
success.

Step #4: Application

Application is why we study the Bible. We want our lives to change; we want to be obedient to God and to grow more like
Jesus Christ. After we have observed a passage and interpreted or understood it to the best of our ability, we must then
apply its truth to our own life.

You'll want to ask the following questions of every passage of Scripture you study:

e How does the truth revealed here affect my relationship with God?
e How does this truth affect my relationship with others?

e How does this truth affect me?

e How does this truth affect my response to the enemy, Satan?

The application step is not completed by simply answering these questions; the key is putting into practice what God has
taught you in your study. Although at any given moment you cannot be consciously applying everything you’re learning in
Bible study, you can be consciously applying something. And when you work on applying a truth to your life, God will
bless your efforts by, as noted earlier, conforming you to the image of Jesus Christ.



